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Threads of Trauma

Our book is about trauma and memory, and it is born out of a significant
interest in this subject within several disciplines and contexts during the past
two decades! We view trauma as socially constructed throngh a constant in-
terplay on the individual and communal levels. We take a cnitical view of the
legal and medical professions for the way they deal with trauma and produce
its meaning, This book explores several dimensions of trauma, discusses the
relationship of trauma to the social sphere and to group identity, and opens
new horizons for approaching trauma from a healing perspective.

We employ the language of trauma repeatedly in our daily lives as we
construct events in its image, live it, and reconstruct it. Trauma inspires
the writing of books, the creation of art, and developments of new felds of
research. But although trauma can explain some of our personal behavior, it
also influences historical sequences, the emergence of nations, and the col-
lapse of empires. Trauma always entails a gap one must overcome through
the mechanisms of forgetting, denying, and enacting a new cognitive real-
ity. At the same time, trauma calls for a digging in and a inding of reasons,
processes that entail efforts to comprehend, to remember. The fertile ten-
sion between two ways of addressing trauma— cognitive treatment, thiough
which those experiencing this condition try to forget or at least reconstruct
an event into a meaningful narrative, and psychodynamic analysis, which
focuses on remembering—delineate one space in which various responses
to trauma can be elaborated upon. Nevertheless, this collection will bring
forward a broader array of approaches to trauma ranging from professional
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ones (medical and legal) to ritual, narrative, and artistic representations. All
will serve as possible frameworks for trawma analysis.

We seck o explore tensions arising between collective and individual
trauma as well as the mwle of professions in the constructions of trauma, its
treatment, and even its production. We assume that trauma itself is used as
a scheme to construct reality. Moreover, trauma is “invented” or “revealed”
as a development of the psychiatric gaze, but it soon penetrates other areas
of social life and is “borrowed” to explain a broad spectrum of phenomena
including the collective subconscions, cultural identities, and contemporary
ethnic and political struggles. In this context, one can explain the writing of
history as being driven by the traumatic experience of the community; the
phenomenon of immigration can be analyzed through the lens of tranma;
one can address trauma through professional self reflection on its treatment
and production; and images of trauma can be infused into film, literature,
and photography. These and related themes will be elaborated and explored
throughout the hook.

Our second focus, on the professions, has its own significance and logic.
Here, we primarily deal with medicine and law. Both have long histories,
and, over the past two centuries, they have established themselves as promi-
nent agents of reality in dealing with the social order.? Their unique posi-
tioning has helped to “invent” trauma, and doctors and lawyers have hecome
main arbiters of its diagnosis and treatment, whether on the therapeutic sofa
or in court. Both doctors and lawyers deal with illness, injuries, and death,
and their responses to the psychological, sociological, and political condi-
tions of the previous century have shaped the notion of trauma, making it a
fundamental scheme of thought with which to approach reality.

Finally, this book addresses the therapeutic dimensions of trauma and
their relationship to reconciliation. The onigins of psychological travma can
be found in the medicalization of human experiences and “traditionally”
have been discussed in psychiatric studies and medical circles. As our hook
shows, the expanding interest in trauma and its consequences has made
legal, moral, historical, and philosophical inquiries particularly relevant.
Dealing with trauma calls for a whole new array of mechanisms, including
some that are outside of the legal and medical domains.

Acknowledging the social dimension of trauma and its construction
within discourse and practice provides new opportunities for healing trauma.
Today such opportunities can be found in mediation or truth committees.
These mechanisms are far from cohesive and are not capable of giving full
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answers to the complex questions found in the social arena of trauma. Yet
they still open new horizons, providing altematives to traditional treatments
of trauma.

Linking Trauma and Memory

Although many books about trauma and memory deal with the history
of this linkage or analyze conceptually some of its elements, our hook dis-
cusses various appearances of these in medicine and law, including a few
accounts of foundational traumas as they appear in contemporary culture.
The contributors to this hook, coming from diverse disciplines such as his-
tory, sociology, anthropology, philosophy, literature, law, medicine, and pub-
lic health, use trauma to reread their own disciplines and to explain inter-
cultural and ethnic conflicts in context. They analyze legal and medical
healing mechanisms, or alternatives to these professions, and delve into the
structure of trauma and the ways in which it can be renarrated into healing
stories. Their definitions of trauma do not always overlap, their methodolo-
gles are diverse, and even their reference to basic psychological approaches
to travma vary between suspicion and acceptance. Still, the juxtaposition of
the chapters in this book provides a rich account of trauma in the context of
collective identity formation in our era. The references to ethnic tensions,
fragmented identities, professional responses to trauma, and trauma rep-
resentations in film and literature inspire us to consider new paths toward
healing trauma through institutional and public reforms.

Beginning in the nineteenth century, the idea of psyehological trauma re-
placed the original meaning of the word trauma, which previously referred
to wounds or physical injuries.’ Trauma studies emerged as a riddle for psy-
chiatrists and doctors, and tranma was first identified and examined only in
specific populations, such as persons injured in railway accidents, women,
and soldiers.* Only after the Vietnam War was posttraumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) identified as a distinet medical entity. In 1980, the American Psy-
chiatric Association added PTSD to the third edition of its Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders {DSM-II) nosologic classification
scheme. Seeing trauma as an external etiological event has become a way to
imagine the human condition. Today, we talk about trauma as a way of un-
derstanding WWII's aftermath and the holocaust as well as everyday life sit-
uations. Its unique expression of both bodily and mental manifestations ex-
posing vulnerability and helplessness encourages discussion on responsibility
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and agency and inspires new ideas about healing, Individuals haunted by
traumatic memories and who manifest posttrawmatic syndromes reveal
something about our construction of reality, and transferring these personal
experiences o collective understandings can help us to develop new per-
spectives on contemporary phenomena.

Our focus on collective tranma requires further analysis of the develop-
ment of this idea. Most research on trauma has focused on individual psy-
chology and has been dominated by a clinical perspective. Recent studies
even reduce trauma to its biological dimension. Some have tried to find a
pill to treat it, as a “magic bullet” solution typical in many arenas of medical
thought.® Yet, in the past few decades other directions of trawma research
have emerged, gnided by more interpretive methodologies. Some of these
consider tensions between individual and collective tranma. A central ques-
tion when dealing with collective aspects of trauma and memory is whether
traumatic memories operate in the same way in communities as they do in
individuals. Kai Erikson’s work on disaster suggests that “sometimes the tis-
sues of commmunity can be damaged in much the same way as the tissues of
mind and body” and that the term #rauma can thus “serve as a broad social
concept as well as a more narrowly clinical one”® However, as Saunders
and Aghaie have shown, the application of clinical categories to social con-
structs can have its own problematic aspects: “Can the category of PTSD
be applied to societies or nations? Are communities ‘split’ in the same way
that an individual mind is? Or is this merely a convenient—or misleading—
metaphor?”” In response, it seems that some scholars insist on distinguish-
ing between trauma as it affects the individual and as a broader cultural
process.® These theories of cultural frauma posit memory as “usually medi-
ated through newspapers, radio, or television,” such that it “always involves
selective construction and representation,” and mevitably “engages a ‘mean-
ing struggle.”® The cultural construction of trauma, it is argued, begins
with a claim to “some fundamental injury that is then transmitted through
influential cultural agents such as the mass media and relicious, aesthetic,
legal, scientific, and state institutions, which define the nature of the trauma
and the victim, establish the relation of the trauma to those who experience
it only indirectly, and assign responsibility.” " This, then, is a very different
model of collective trauma than one that treats societies more or less as indi-
viduals, and it provides a more nuanced notion of collective tranma.

Another problem with the unitary model of collective trauma is that it
presupposes trauma “as both a concept and a diagnostic category,” as “a
Western artifact, the product of a specific sociopolitical and clinical geneal-
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ogy thatemerges with late modernity and is assembled out of Euro-American
experiences of industrialization and warfare, its gender relations, and its con-
ceptions of normaley and deviance”" This, of course, omits nonWestern
interpretations in their local contexts. It also leaves out the material condi-
tions of trauma, or, as anthropologist Paul Farmer has termed them, the
conditions of structural violence that create environments in which trau-
matic experiences can thrive!? We intend, in this book, to reflect on the
social conditions that produce trauma while remaining sensitive to their lo-
cal operations.

The study of collective trauma 1s influenced by a rich tradition that can
be traced to the second half of the twentieth century, and which is still very
influential. It begins with a critique of liberalism and its overemphasis on
individualism. Although the origins of such a critique may be found in
Nietzsche and even as far back as the pre-Socratics, as a broad, distinctive
cultural phenomenon, we can point to conditions after WWII as the back-
ground for the strengthening doubts about basic liberal tenets such as reason,
autonomy, and progress. The inability of the old liberal worldview to address
the horrors of WWII, especially the Holocaust, brought about efforts to ex-
pose the collective ideological foundations of racism and prejudice and to
emphasize the dynamic that enables trauma to emerge and be reproduced
in various cultural contexts. Emphasis on social construction and the use of
cultural narratives as a means to explain the self, produced a shift in tranma
analysis by tying it to broad social structures {including structural violence)
and moving it away from the individual as a primary unit of mquiry.” In-
stead, collective identity becomes the unit of analysis and a group that shares
an identity such as ethnicity, nationality, gender, or religion is considered as
the primary unit that experiences trauma. The focus on collective trauma
is, In our view, an important step within the critique of liberalism, but our
analysis takes this critique a step further by coming back to the interaction
of identities and narratives. The notion of identity in trauma, embeds at
least three phases of liberal thinking: First, there is the classic idea of au-
tonomy and identity as a secret of the self, which can be invaded or exposed
through traumatic events. Second, it carries with it the collectivist notion of
identity as constructed by culture and society, explained by narratives and
texts that shape the horizons of perceptions and influence entire societies.
Under this notion of identity, frauma is indeed explained by a rift in the col-
lective texture upon which all individuals depend. Third, the “multicultural
identity” perspective, as developed in the late twentieth century, introduces
the notion of multiple identities and assumes that individuals are not fully
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autonomous, but rather carry the unique stamp of cultural interaction that
conditions them. In this view, individuals have possibilities of agency, even
if limited, because of the play between their identities and their awareness
of their constructed location. Various accounts of trauma attempt to work
with the gaps that this notion creates—between absence and loss, past and

future, analysis and pragmatic overcoming, mourning and resurrection.

Linking Irauma, Memory, and History

Early discussions of collective memory tried to carefully differentiate
their objectives from the wrting of history. In these discussions, memory
was popular, organic, living, and composed of visual images, whereas his-
tory was deemed elitist, external, textual, and lifeless. History only comes
in and takes over when memory is no more alive™ Yet, our book suggests
that this opposition is artificial. “ Tradition,” “folklore,” “myth,” or oral tradi-
tion has recently become much more useful for historical accounts writ-
ten by “professional” historians. As sociologist Gil Eval wrote, “When social
memory studies took off again, after the 1gbos, it was in a context in which
traditions, folklore and myths no longer signified errors but were treated as
forms of subjugated knowledge,” no less valid than the official history writ-
tenn by historians.” This meant that:

it was 1|‘npusslh|r_'. anvimore, o maintain a strong distinction between collective
MEmMory and the w niting of Iﬂsl'.‘nr}' ]J}' the historians. Wiiting Ii].sl'.‘nr}' Lecame one
mode of refl ecling and constructing collective memories. Writing Iilsl'.‘nr}' “on the
margins” while reflecting repressed collective memory became an acceplable prac-
tice as well. I|].stur_\' upr_'nud 1I'.‘sr.'|fL1p to the subaltern and the panthr. as witnessed,
for uxal11p|u. h}' the emergence of the lllSL'lPIlnL' of oral Iﬂsl'.‘nr}'. and memaory stiul-
ies npunuxl themselves up to Iﬂsl'.‘nr}'. Historians and intellectuals hugan to construe
their work as an “art of |‘1'u_'|‘nnr}'." I'.‘I‘lL'rL'h}' suuklng to parl’.‘aku of the prl\'lh_'gr_'xl rela-

tion to the sacred collective subject that the term “collective memony” denotes!

Our book deals with the convergence of the work of collective memory and
writing history in various contexts, such as the practices of Nazi medicine
during the Holocaust and the construction of Palestinian identity following
the traumatic events of the 1948 war.

There are several possible categorizations of collective memory. Here we

focus on four dimensions.”

First, an injunction to remember is imposed on
various practices, rituals, and discourses and turns them thereby into forms

of “memory-work.” Memory is highlighted as a problem and as something
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toward which the subject has a duty. Repression of this duty and moments of
denial are expressed in the chapters dealing with the Holocaust. The duty
to remember can also be inferred when reading both the chapters dealing
with female trauma and the Palestinian “al-Nakba.” In the Palestinian case
it even informs the architecture of the refugee villages, preserving the hasic
familial structures that existed before the trauma and providing thick narra-
tives and public spaces for collective identity formation.

The second dimension has to do with what is to be remembered, or the
nuzemonic substance upon which memory operates. Trauma, in a sense,
“completely escapes the historical or biographical time of events™” and re-
quires use of memory to combat repression. For example, how and why has
fernale trauma, as expressed by generations of oppression, been repressed (see
Chapter 3)? Why has Nazi human experimentation been remembered while
Nazi euthanasia programs escaped the same attention (see Chapter g)” How
can the private, traumatic memory of an abused child become the collective
experience of his or her enlarged family as an adult (see Chapter 12)?

The third dimension has to do with what it means to remember, or how
memory works. Repetition and recollection are just two possible examples
of this work. Should memory-work necessarily imply material compensa-
tion? How do the possibilities of healing and forgiveness impact trauma
memories?

The fourth dimension is related to how memory is interpreted. In other
words, what is its utility, effect, or function? One common function is the
preservation of collective identity over time. Sometimes memory plays a
role in healing trauma. In the case of the Czech memories of the traumatic
Communist regime period, “[m]emory emerged as a moral duty, as “histori-
cal responsibility, because power benefited from forgetting and encouraged
it. Forgetting was rife and systematic, caused by repression and censorship,
and historical memory was full of ‘black holes,” where nobody knew any-
more what had happened.” ™ Yet, to tell the truth about the past does not
mean simply to recover an event that has been lost or censored but to own
up to its significance; to recognize that one has denied it in the past and to
accept responsibility for one's moral complicity. Traumatic events should be
confessed and witnessed, rather than simply remembered and told.

On the other hand, sometimes fomgetting is the right thing to do in spe-
cific local and temporal contexts, as the investment in memory for the pur-
pose of overcoming trauma can be unfruitful until such time as it is ripe for
a different reaction.”” As philosopher Avishai Margalit wrote:
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Making the traumatic, repressed communal memories open, explicit, and con-
scious Is sald to have healing power. We are asked to believe that this s the only
way to overcome the irrationality that springs from past traumas, and the only way
to gain peace of mind. .. . Still memory breathes revenge as often as it breathes rec-
onciliation, and the hope of reaching catharsis through liberated memories might
turn out to be an illusion.

Margalit's argument opens the way for an ethical inquiry into the oles of

trammatic memories Hl'l(l memary n gﬂl‘l(.‘l'ﬂ]:

Are we obligated to remember people and events from the past? If we are, what is
the nature of this obligation? Are remembering and forgetting proper subjects of
moral praise or blame? Who are the “we” that puts the obligation to remember:
the collective “we,” or some distributive sense of “we” that puts the obligation to

remember on cach and every member of the collective™

As several chapters in this book point out, the question of memory—how to
memorialize or sometimes forget or avoid the experience of trauma—has its
own ethical dimension.

Trauma and the Professions

Studies of both law and medicine have been transformed in the past sev-
eral decades. This change is partially explained by growing criticisms and
suspicion of professions, science, and other hegemonic forces. Taking up
these cnticisims, many of the contributors to this book examine the borders
of the professions and the social and cultural conditions in which they have
been developed.

The development of the professions in the modern era has attracted the
attention of a large number of sociologists, many from Anglo-Saxon coun-
tries. Talcott Parsons even argued that “the development and increasing
strategic importance of the professions probably constitute the most impor-
tant change that has occurred in the occupational system of modern societ-
ies.” ™ In this work, the medical and legal professions have been considered
by many to be the prototypes of the modern professions. 2

Following Foucault, we see professions as disciplines and fields of knowl-
edge. Discipline is a complex system, almost like a transparent spider’s web,
capable of controlling citizens. It enables the accumulation of knowledge
necessary for epidemiology, sociology, ecriminology, and so on, through the
constant observation of subjects and the ohsessive collection of information
about them. On the other hand, the fields of knowledge themselves, which
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develop through the use of this accumulated information, also justify and
improve the ability to control and “educate” citizens of a modern state.
The medical and legal professions occupy a central place in this process.
The medicalization and legalization of daily life, from hirth to death, is a
further aspect of the development of disciplines in modern society. Regula-
tion in the modern state pervades all realms of social life, including health,
education, professional licensing, and migration, producing schemes of
control that become our primary framework of experience. Grids of legal
and medical regulations, and other social mechanisms of control, distribute
power and wealth, producing, inter alia, traumatic experiences. These sec-
ondary experiences, constructed and produced by symbaolic systems that are

themselves human-anade, will oceupy us in the analysis of trauma.

Trauma and Healing

Trauma has a unique temporal and structural quality, located between
past and future, sometimes preceding events that we cannot yet capture and
at the same time always delayed. In the first sense, trauma comes too eatly
and seems not to have a cause. In the second sense, trauma has both cause
and reason, and it is already too late to be avoided. Responses to travma vary
along these lines of past and future: On the one hand, cognitive treatments
take the traumatic event at face value, trying to overcome it by moving for-
ward to operate through reconstruction of the distupted reality. In contrast,
psychodynamic treatments dig into the past and attempt o comprehend
trauma’s causes while exposing its wots. They assume that testimony itself
has a therapeutic value.

These two conflicting modes of healing can be found in both law and
medicine and can also be viewed as a continuum along which victims
and healers navigate in the process of dealing with trauma. The healing
of trauma begins with providing victims a safe space in which the routines
of everyday life can bridge the cognitive gap produced by the trauma, and
proceed by encouraging testimony and analysis in order to promote under-
standing of the causes of trauma. Although these aspects were once more
conspicuous in the medical treatment of trauma, it is clear today that courts
can contribute to healing by considering the therapeutic consequences of
legal rules and procedures for tranma victims ™ “Alternative” legal mecha-
nisms such as “truth committees” or “victim—offender mediation” operate
on the healing spectrum while exposing tensions associated with it.
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Chﬂptcr Overview

The chapters in this book reflect the multidiseiplinary range of tranma
scholarship today. Our authors include lawvers, medical doctors, historians
of medicine, sociologists of law, narrative experts, and philosophers. They
belong to various ethnicities, religions, nations, and continents, and live
their everyday lives using diverse languages. The collaboration and dia-
logue between scholars from Canada, the United States, France, Cermany,
Palestine, and Israel expose the phenomenon of trauma in its global form,
as a bridge between disciplines and cultural experiences.

Following the Introduction, Part II deals with what we call “constitutive
trauma,” addressing trauma as constituting identity. This section provides
a glimpse into the relationships between memory, history, and social con-
struction. In his chapter on PTSD of the Virtual Kind—Trauma and Resil-
ience in Post-g/1 America, Allan Young traces an evolution in the construe-
tion 0o PTSD following the g/ attacks in the United States. “A new variety
of PTSD has emerged, combining partial PTSD and distanced PTSD into
a mass phenomenon—a threat and, likewise, an opportunity affecting an
entire nation.” Young’s diagnosis, situated within the psychiatric and an-
thropological discourses, should be read in light of his previous well-known
ethnographies of PTSD, specifically with his depiction of it as “a harmony
of illusions” (Young, 1997). PTSD of the virtual kind strengthens the con-
structed quality of the overall syndrome because it emphasizes the fact that
the traumatic event itself can be a TV image. The response of resilience
training described by Young is a reflection of the elastic quality of trauma.

In Chapter 3, on Female Trauma, another notion of trauma is discussed,
this one related to identity and to Western liberal thinking, Ariella Azoulay
deseribes a female identity that is based on trawma and that has origins in
the constitution of the modern liberal subject. Azoulay develops a political
claim regarding the abandonment of women as an ongoing life experience
awakened by rape. Instead of following Freud by perceiving rape as an illus-
tration of trauma, Azoulay suggests viewing trauma as a paradigmatic case
of rape. It offers a psychoanalytic, Lacanian reading of trauma. Her writing
resonates with many feminist accounts of frawma as being unique o wom-
en’s experience, whether as gitls in cases of parental abuse and molestation
or as wives caught in a patriarchal regime of control and submission.*® She
also repudiates scholars who challenge the realness of the “invented” trau-
matic experiences produced on psychiatric sofas and finally in courts, call-
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ing them myth? In Azoulay’s writing, trauma is neither “invented” nor
“real” Rather, it is best located at the symbolic level where it constitutes the
female subject and produces a deep cultural experience of “abandonment.”
Recent developments described by Azoulay offer hope with regard to the
reconstruction of the female subject.

Chapter 4—The Trauma of al-Nakha: Collective Memory and the Rise of
Palestinian National Identity—proceeds by analyzing in detail the emer-
gence, construction, and reconstruction of Palestinian identity in relation to
the 1948 trauma of “al-Nakba” By taking a political/historical stance, Issam
Nassar argues that the experience of dislocation is foundational for Palestin-
ian identity. This historical oceurrence can explain events that happened
hefore and after it and might be connected to the notion of abandonment.
Nassar’s implicit claim is that any renarration and reconstruction of Pales-
tinian identity should acknowledge tranma as a constitutive element.

The final chapter in Part II, Chapter 5, Trauma-Image: The Elephant Ex-
perience, written by Roei Amit, introduces us to image and film theory, but
still treats trauma as a gap, as invented, and as preserving a riddle and an
abyss that cannot be transcended by analytical means or rigorous explana-
tion. The chapter discusses the cinematographic value of avoiding the so-
ciological or the historical accounts. Through analysis of the filin Elephant
and the image of blind men attempting to determine the nature of the ani-
mal, we are introduced to Deleuze’s differentiation between “movement
image” and “mental image,” and to the way they interact to produce the

trauma that the filn portrays.

Part Il of the hook addresses trauma and the professions and provides close
analyses of concrete collective traumas. The first chapter provides a broad
overview of the treatment of trauma i law and medicine. In Chapter 6—
Triawma and Justice: Moral, Legal, and Political Trajectonies of Trauma Dis-
course from Wilkelmine Germany to post-Apartherd South Africa—Brunner
argues that the infiltration of legal discourse into the medical treatment
of trauma has deep etiological roots and a long historical background. He
shows the gradual penetration of discussions of justice and sociopolitical is-
sues into the analysis of trauma. He analyzes this infiltration process, which
culminated in the Truth and Reconciliation Committee in South Africa,
with reference to the political and social factors that underlie public re-
sponses to tranma.

The next two chapters address the reproduction of trauma and discuss
the roles of law and medicine in this process. In Chapter 7, Public Health,
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Law, and Traumatic Collective Experiences: The Case of Mass Ringworm
Irradiations, Davidovitch and Marealit describe the interaction of the two
professions in the reproduction and healing of collective trauma. They
show how the social construction of diseases resulted in a mass ringworm
irradiation campaign among immigrants to Israel in the 1950s. They discuss
the limits of legal efforts to address the trauma and to heal it by offering a
compensation mechanism designed by a legal-medical administrative in-
stitution. This chapter analyzes the penetration of cultural sensitivities into
the legal and medical professions and calls for alternative methods for over-
coming collective trauma.

In Chapter 8, “Illegality,” Mass Deportation, and the Thieat of Violent
Arrest: Structural Violence and Social Suffering in the Lives of Undocu-
mented Migrant Workers in Israel, Willen shows how migrant workers' lives
are shaped and constrained by multiple, overlapping forms of “structural
violence.” Her work focuses on the mass deportation campaign of migrant
workers in Israel since mid-2002 and the construction of their “illegality.”
According to Willen's analysis, “structural violence renders individuals and
communities valnerable, in multiple and compounding ways, to diserimi-
nation, racism, poverty, disease, and injury as well as more direct assaults on
personhood, dignity, and physical integrity.” Although these factors are usu-
ally described as the very basic conditions which can create trauma, both
on the individual and the collective levels, Willen's analysis challenges the
traditional use of trauma discourse. Instead, she prefers the use of social
suffering as the theoretical basis for her analysis, especially when analyzing
how social suffering is situated in the political contexts. Building upon the
work of anthropologist Robert Desjarlais,” she frames her investigation “as
an attemnpt to develop a ‘critical phenomenology of illegality,” giving at-
tention to “the conditions of structural inequality and structural vielence
shaping migrants’ collective position and status . . . and . . . to the impact of
these contextual factors on migrants individual and collective experiences
of being-intheworld.” Thus, her analysis of social suffering can open the
way for reframing trauma as “an ongping, dynamic, variably experienced
process . . . lead[ing] to an understanding of the experiential impact of the
reconfigured condition of migrant illegality in Istael.”

The next two chapters discuss (from two different perspectives) the dis-
tinct phases and layers of narration that have heen used to reconstruct the
atrocities committed by doctors in the name of science during the Nazi pe-
riod. Lepicard’s chapter, Trauma, Memory, and Euthanasia at the Nurem-
herg Medical Trial, 1946—1947, addresses the “lapse in memory” during the
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Nuremberg Medical Trials. Although human experimentation during the
Nazi regime has received widespread attention, no equivalent memory of
the Nazi euthanasia program has been created, although “hundreds of
thousands of people were murdered in the Third Reich under the pretext
of euthanasia, among them those then defined as defective children and the
mentally impaired” Lepicard offers an interpretation of three major early
reports of the trial and their roles in memory construction and its implica-
tion for current bioethics.

In Chapter 10, Trawma or Responsibility? Memories and Historiographies
af Nazi Psvehiatry in Postwar Germany, Roelcke treats the writing of history
as reflecting a posttraumatic dynamic. According to his analysis, responses
to doctors” atrocities during the Nazi period began with a denial of collec-
tive guilt. The response to trauma was to pursue everyday medical activity.
The next stage involved a more psychoanalytic account of the trauma, in-
spired by the next generation’s fresh look into the past. This was the “col-
lective trauma” moment of history writing. The last stage of writing of the
history of trauma provides an integration of the previous ones, going beyond
the cultural eritique by offering new paths for responsibility and ageney.
Roelcke’s main argument is that trauma itself is a historical construct that
should be “historicized” and not taken as a given.

Thelastsectionofthe book, Part IV, examines various healing mechanisms
to deal with trauma that go beyond conventional procedures. Chapter u,
Tiauma, Retribution, and Forgiveness: Should War Crimmals Go Free?, by
Statman teflects a more analytic, normative inguiry. Statman examines
possible moral grounds for releasing war eriminals in the aftermath of a
traumatic political conflict, and concludes that forgiveness justifies release
under specific conditions: Forgiveness can justify an exception to retributive
punishment only where there is repentance and reconciliation. Forgiveness
cannot be used as a condition for reconeiliation, according to Statman, be-
cause a premature process of reconciliation might have negative psychologi-
cal and moral affects on the victims.

Chapter 12, The Secrets of Mediation and Trauma in Contemporary Film:
a Search from the Perspective of Restorative Justice by Alberstein, turns to film
to explore the possibilities of restorative justice. This chapter draws a concep-
tual link between law and trauma by describing victims as reenacting their
traumatic realities through direct encounters. In contrast to the previous
chapter, this one argues that victims might be able to rebuild their realities
without necessarily requiring repentance from the other side. Alberstein pre-
supposes that each individual trauma can be politicized and presented as col-
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lective trauma. Experiences of child abuse and even homicide (as portrayed
in the films Festerr and The Son, respectively) have sociological and crimi-
nological backgrounds which provide social explanations for the malicious
“private” acts. Understanding these conditions, which make the trauma “col-
lective” (i.e., explained by idenlogies and group narratives), can help to trans-
form the traumatic event through deconstruction and renarration.

Finally, Chapter 13, Healing Stories in Law and Literature, by Almog,
acdopts a htcrar} petspective and portrays “the poetic of trauma” as consist
ing of fractured, revised, and delayed stories. The definition of trauma used
in this chapter is a psychological one, and the reference is to narratives of
trauma in courts. This chapter attempts o address stories of trauma with
reference to their own logic, not according to the traditional forms of legal
narratives. The logic it suggests might be used when constructing healing
responses o collective trauma.

This last section’s effort to depict alternative ways to deal with trauma,
reemphasizes a deep mspiration behind this project, as expressed in the
book’s subtitle: “Reading, Healing, and Making Law.” The book’s notion
of trauma is interpretive, its horizon is a generous constructive reading that
strives for healing, and a possible means of achieving it is through making
law and defining its poetics anew.
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