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Maps

1.

Southeast Asia and Southern China

2. Penang Island circa 2004
Figures

1. Spirit medium falls into a trance at a Nine Emperor Gods
festival.

2. The god-in-his-medium cracks the snake-handled whip to
exorcize ghosts from the premises.

3. The god-in-his-medium blows liquid onto heated oil.

4. The god-in-his-mediuwm calculates a client’s fate on his hands
before offering advice.

5. A Chinese spirit medium possessed by the Red Datuk, a
Malay spirit, distributes gifts.

6. Spirit medium bows to show respect to Guanyin in
procession to Kong Hok Palace.

7 Monks from Kek Lok Si preside over a modernist Buddhist
Wesak Day ceremony.

8. Men celebrating a local god's birthday carry antique flags and

a spike ball to the festival altar.
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The Lord of the Dark Heavens mortifies his spirit medium
self with spike balls at a festival.

Photo of the Shancai Boy's Buddhist medium in a temple
publication, Penang, 1952.

Cover of Sian Chye souvenir volume, showing the god
protecting Penang, 1957

Tree roots crowd the entrances to small rooms at the
shrine-grotto in Ayer Itam. Donor contributions are recorded
on hanging strips of paper.

A gilded cart loaded with ‘gold’ ingots for sale ata ritual
goods shop.

Statues of star gods representing prosperity, status, and long
life.

Calligraphic representation of prosperity, status, and long
life.

Two charms papers, with characters for ‘long life” and
‘prosperity; repeated 100 times.

Throwing divining crescents, a temple member asks the god
to select the keeper of the urn.

Priests perform a luck-changing ritual for temple committee
members.

A spirit medium possessed by Nazha performs at the altar to
the Lord of Heaven at a festival.

Spirit medium dots the image of a plaque to bring
consciousness into the image before it is placed on a family
altar,

A y-shaped rod used in planchette divination, on an altar
between two cobra-handled whips. Temple seals and the five
generals” heads are on the back of the altar.

A young spirit medium falls into trance, tended by a friend
who waits to dress him in the god’s stomacher and leggings.
A temple committee member, wearing pure white clothes,
ties a headband on the god-in-his-medium at the altar of a
Nine Emperor Gods temple.

7

32

34

45

56

58

60

61

70

75

85

)

103

128

129



24.

35.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

aL

32

34

35.

36.

37

Maps, Figures, and Table [/ ix

The god-in-the-medium cuts his tongue with the spike

ball, then writes the characters for prosperity and longevity
with his blood on a large piece of tissue paper.

The god’s dragon throne, draped with the spirit medium’s
leggings, at Singapore’s Wudang Mountain Temple.

A medium, possessed by the spirit of a Chinese general, pays
homage to Nazha, the Baby God, on the occasion of the god’s
birthday.

A teacher who is a trained martial artist but not a practicing
spirit medium falls into a trance at a private home at the
climax of the Nine Emperor Gods festival.

Nazha, possessing his spirit medium, takes pacifiers, a bottle
of milk, and his weapon, the Heaven and Earth circle.

The Vagabond Buddha drinks a glass of Guinness Stout,
wearing dirty robes and a hat on which the character for
‘Buddha’ (Fo) is written.

Members of a moral uplifting society offer books to the gods,
later distributing them free at a Vagabond Buddha temple.
Datuk Keramat shrine in Singapore at a temple whose chief
deity is the Chinese God of Prosperity.

Roadside Datuk Keramat shrine, a miniature house beside a
tree and large rock with a small stone altar that displays an
Islamic-style star and crescent moon.

Devotees burn camphor incense and sing a Malay invocation

to invite the Red Datok to enter his spirit medium, who prays
at the Lord of Heaven altar.

The Datuk Aunt blesses offerings of food and flowers on the
occasion of the datul’s birthday.

The Red Datuk dances to Malay-style music in the temple
courtyard at a festival.

Master Poh calculates the future on his hand. Because he was
in mourning, he did not wear the spirit medium’s stomacher
and leggings in trance.

Baoyue Gong, The Jewel Moon Palace.
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38. Master Lim’s golden image on the altar at the Jewel Moon
Palace, next to Guanyin’s image. 235

39. A bamboo post representing the world axis connecting
Heaven and Earth; Nazha's weapons by the shrine represent

the union of Heaven and Barth. 273
40. The second bamboo post uses four cups to represent the

spirit armies of the four directions. 374
41.  Dragon incense at the Kong Hock Palace, Chinese New Year. 205
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1. Slang terms antilanguage used by the Vagabond Buddha
possessing his spirit medium 290



