Preface

Along the way to completing this study, [ have incurred debts to many individ-
uals and institutions. Without their assistance this work would not have been
possible, and I am grateful for the opportunity to thank them now.

The generosity of several foundations and granting institutions made the re-
search possible. A year in Japan in 1992-93 was funded by the Chiang Ching-
kuo Foundation through the American Council of Learned Societies. Research
fellowships from the Committee for Scholarly Communication with China and
Fulbright-Hays funded a year in China in 1993—94. I wish also to thank the De-
partment of History and Center for Chinese Studies of the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, for graduate funding over the years. Finally, the Graduate
School of the University of Minnesota provided generous grants that funded
two return visits to China and Japan in 1998 and 2001

Asayoung and naive graduate student doing research for the first time in Ja-
pan and China, I benefited from the generosity of many senior scholars, who
gave freely of their time and guided me through the archives with kindness and
patience. In Tokyo, Professor Linda Grove arranged a graduate research posi-
tion at Sophia University and introduced me to the scholars working on north-
east China. She graciously shared both her time and her expertise. Professor
Enatsu Yoshiki of Hitotsubashi University gave most generously of his time and
expertise, walking me through the stacks on more than one occasion. Professor
Hamashita Takeshi, formerly of Tokyo University, introduced me to the library
staff at the Toyo bunka. He kindly made a point to seek me out for lunches and
to solicit queries. The staff at both Toyo bunka and the Asia Economic Research
Institute provided patient and unending assistance in finding the Japanese ma-
terials. I wish to thank them all.

In China, Professor Kong Jingwei, formerly of Jilin University’s Department
of Economics, and the senior historian of China's northeast, provided unflag-
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ging advice and help. In the winter of 1994, he personally accompanied me to
the provincial archives in Changchun, provided introductions to the provincial
archives in Shenyang and the city archives in Jilin city, and arranged my two
tours in the countryside. Professor Cao Xingsui, now of the Beijing Agricultural
Museum, provided a wonderful environment for research at Nanjing Agricul-
tural University’s Center of China’s Agricultural Heritage, where he was work-
ing in fall 1993. Professor Cao and his wife Jin Ping have continued to open their
home to me over the years, providing a family oasis in busy Beijing and fabu-
lous home-cooked meals. Professor Jing Junjian, formerly of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences, has been a generous host on more than one occasion. A
model scholar, he has guided me through legal sources and helped in my earli-
est readings of the legal records. Many individuals assisted me in the country-
side, and I wish to thank the villagers of Liujiatun, Jilin province, and Meng-
jiatun, Heilongjiang province, who put up with my absurd questions about
farming. In particular, I wish to thank Mr. Jiang Shizhong of Hulan county,
who took care of me during my visit to Mengjiatun. In addition to these indi-
viduals, I wish to thank the knowledgeable staffs of the Jilin Provincial Archives,
the Jilin City Archives, and the Liaoning Provincial Archives for their assistance
in tracking down archival materials. In Beijing, the staff at the First National
Archives was extremely helpful, and I especially wish to thank the unflappable
Zhu Shuyuan, who handled my requests for help with goodwill and humor.

I owe more than I can ever repay to my teachers and colleagues in the West.
My graduate student colleagues were always willing to criticize and compli-
ment, and I particularly wish to thank Clayton Dube and Yasuhiko Karasawa.
David Wakefield, who passed away prematurely, was a wonderful and inspiring
friend. I still miss him very much. Since I left UCLA, several colleagues have
given generously of their time and read and commented on parts or all of the
book manuscript. In no particular order, I wish to thank Pamela Crossley, Peter
Perdue, Michael Chang, William Rowe, Furichi Daisuke, and John Shepherd. I
also thank Lynda Bell and the second anonymous reader for Stanford Univer-
sity Press. Special thanks are due to my former classmates Matthew Sommer
and Bradley Reed, whom I burdened with parts of the dissertation and all of
the book. They saved me from mistakes, and their questions and suggestions
made this a far better book. Of course, all errors and infelicities remain my
own. Finally, I wish to thank John Feneron and Muriel Bell at Stanford Univer-
sity Press for putting up with my procrastinations and shepherding the book. I
also wish to thank William Rowe and the journal Late Imperial China for al-
lowing me to republish large parts of Chapter s.

At the University of Minnesota, fellow probationary faculty provided in-
valuable and timely feedback. I especially thank Thomas Wolfe, J. B. Shank,
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David Chang, Hiromi Mizuno, Kevin Murphy, and Liping Wang. Ann Waltner
and M. . Maynes read the book in detail and provided unflagging encourage-
ment and assistance. David Good provided help in clarifying the argument. My
debt to them all is profound. Lastly, I thank my graduate student RAs, Ma
Yuxin, He Qiliang, and Fang Qing, who tirelessly entered data, catalogued legal
cases, and hunted down gazetteers and passages from the Qing Veritable Rec-
ords.

Ultimately, a book is an intellectual endeavor, and so my greatest debts are to
my teachers, past and deeper past: it is to them that I dedicate this book. Neil
Kemp's sardonic style yet passionate teaching on Tudor and Stuart history in-
stilled in me a great love for history at a very early age. Shortly afterwards, Colin
Evans introduced me to the pleasure of social theory. I remember my time
spent in their classrooms fondly. At the University of Michigan, where I re-
ceived both my B.A. and an M.A., professors Ernest Young, Harriet Mills, Ken-
neth Lieberthal, and Michel Oksenberg were model teachers and scholars. Each
encouraged me to pursue my interests in China and taught me the skills
needed. Though a scholar of colonial America, Professor John Shy was instru-
mental in my decision to go to Taiwan to study Chinese in 1985 and to attend
graduate school soon after. He was an unparalleled teacher, and his two courses,
which book-ended my undergraduate life, convinced me to pursue history. At
UCLA, professors Fred Notehelfer, Herman Ooms, Josh Muldavin, Scott
Waugh, and especially Kathryn Bernhardt were inspiring teachers and mentors.
Kathryn'’s comments and interventions in the dissertation workshop were a
model in graduate student training. Finally, James Lee—who was at Cal Tech at
the time—was most generous with his time as I was writing the dissertation.

My greatest intellectual debts go to my two closest mentors, Philip Huang
and Robert Brenner. Bob’s influence is evident enough. His theoretical insights
into economic development in general, and his invaluable contribution to the
debate on the transition to capitalism in particular, were major reasons for my
going to UCLA. I can not hope to repay his generosity and support over the
yvears. Philip provided an indescribably rich learning and research environment.
His reading and writing seminars were models in open discussion and critical
debate. I can only hope to emulate his style. His book The Peasint Economy and
Social Change North China, which I first read in 1986, while living in Taiwan, got
me interested in Chinese social history. I have tried to follow his attention to
both trees and forests.

Lastly, I wish to thank my family. My parents, Robin Wallace and Robert
Isett, provided love and support. T only now understand and appreciate what it
requires to be a parent. My children, Isabella and Sebastian, are always happy to
bring me back to the present. I thank them for that and for their unquestioning
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patience. I owe a karmic debt to Huang Wenmei who has been a constant
source of encouragement and joy. In 1994, she sat in archives with me in Bei-
jing, Shenyang, and Jilin and helped hand-copy many of the legal documents
used here and also accompanied me to the countryside to do interviews. Sadly,
I do not possess the poetic touch needed to express my affection and admira-
tion for her.



