Preface

This book brings together in moditied form writings that originally ap-
peared elsewhere. The versions first published have been changed to
varying degrees to eliminate anachronisms, repetition, and a few errors.
In modifying these essays, however, my main intent has been to bring
them up to date, in some cases with respect to China’s rapidly changing
social and cultural scene, but also in light of more recent research. In re-
gard to the material they use and the analyses they present, I have
avoided making major changes in the text of any of these essays, confin-
ing myself as much as possible to incorporating new data into endnotes
and references. I have made additions of substance to chapters 5 and 7,
but these are presented as addenda to the main body of the text. I am
grateful to the original publishers of the chapters in this book for their
permission to let me use them here.

Chapter 1 first appeared as the “Introduction” in Arthur H. Smith’s
Village Life tn China, published in 1970 by Little, Brown, and Co.,
Boston. Chapter 2 was originally published in Dadalus (vol. 120, no. 2,
1991}, and chapter 3 in a later issue of the same journal (vol. 122, no. 2,
1993). They are reprinted by permission of Dadalus, Journal of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Chapter 4 was first published in
Etudes Chinoises, vol. 17, nos. 1-2, 1998, Chapter 5 appeared in The
Chinese Family and Its Ritual Behavior, edited by Hsieh Jih-chang and
Chuang Ying-chang and published in 1985 by the Institute of Fthnology,
Academia Sinica, in Nankang, Taipei (a second printing, with correc-
tions, was published in 1992). Chapter 6 was in the Jowrnal of Asian
Studies (vol. 49, no. 3, 1990), and chapter 7 in the Proceedings of the In-
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ternational Conference on Anthropology and the Musewm, edited by
Tsong-yuan Lin (Taipei: Taiwan Museum, 1995). Chapters 8 and ¢ were
included in earlier publications of the Stanford University Press: chapter
8 can be found in Locating Capitalisin in Time and Space: Global Re-
structuring, Politics, and Identity, edited by David L. Nugent (2002); and
chapter 9 in Comitract and Ecomomuc Culture in China, edited by
Madeleine Zelin, Jonathan Ocko, and Robert Gardella {2004).

Over the years many organizations have provided financial and logis-
tical assistance for the research behind these chapters, and I want to ex-
press my gratitude to all of them. My stints of fieldwork in Taiwan and
mainland China have been supported by fellowships or grants from the
Social Science Research Council; the National Science Foundation; the
Inter-University Program and Committee for Scientific and Scholarly Co-
operation, Taipei; the Committee on Scholarly Communication with the
People’s Republic of China, National Program for Advanced Study and
Research in China; the Henry Luce Foundation, United States—China Co-
operative Research Program; the Joint Committee on Chinese Studies of
the American Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Re-
search Council; and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation. Columbia Uni-
versity’s East Asian Institute (now the Weatherhead East Asian Institute)
has been a loyal and long-term source of research funding.

Formal affiliation as well as aid in facilitating field access and obtain-
ing field data has been provided by the Institute of Ethnology of the
Academia Sinica, Taipei; the National Program for Advanced Study and
Research in China of the Committee on Scholarly Communication with
the People’s Republic of China, Washington, DC; the Institute of Sociol-
ogy of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing; the Institute of
Sociology of the Academy of Social Sciences in Hebei Province, in
Sichuan Province, and in Shanghai Municipality; and the Hakka Re-
search Center of Jiaying University in Meizhou Municipality, Guangdong
Province. In particular [ want to acknowledge the assistance and support
given me by professors Li Yih-yuan and Chuang Ying-chang of the Insti-
tute of Ethnology, and by Professor Fang Xuejia of Jiaying University’s
Hakka Research Center. Robert Chung (Chung Fu-sung) of Meinong,
Taiwan, has been a close friend and coworker since I first visited his
home town to explore fieldwork opportunities there in 1964, and here |
want to thank him for all he has done on my behalf. At Stanford Univer-
sity Press [ am grateful to Muriel Bell, Carmen Borbén-Wu, John Fen-
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eron, Sharron Wood, and Linda Gregonis for all their help in bringing
this book to print. I also want to express appreciation to the University
Seminars at Columbia University for their help in publication. Material
in this work was presented to the University Seminar on Modern China
and the University Seminar on Traditional China.



