Preface

This book is a very substantially altered new edition of Views from the Weaving
Mountain published by Lee Bartletr in his American Poetry Book Series ar the Uni-
versity of New Mexico in Albuquerque in 1991.

The following pieces have been raken our. From Section One: “Poetry &
Communication,” “The World Wide Open,” and “Open Letter for an Order of
Silence.” The whole of Section Two excepr for “Initiation and the Paradox of
Power” and “The Choral Voice,” which have been rerained in Section Three in or-
der to show something of the relations between my anthropological and poeric
thinking. Pieces on Antonin Artaud, on Ocravio Paz, and on Translation theory,
have been added o Section Two and one, “On Refining a Model of Poetic Pro-
ducrion,” has been added ro Section Three. Finally, a very subsranrial inrer-
view addressing issues in this book, preceded by a critical study, the work of
Dr. Shamoon Zamir, Direcror of American Studies, King's College, London, has
been placed as a coda ro the volume. The original Preface in the Views volume is
still worthy of perusal as a starement of intent concerning my overall projecr.

I would like to thank again a number of writers, poets, critics, and artists who
have helped me to clarify my thoughts and given direct or indirect but always

valuable support over the years: Robert Adamson, Charles Alexander, Charles
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Alrieri, Jane Augustine, Jean Paul Auxéméry, Jennifer Bartlerr, Georges Baraille,
Lucien Biron, Paul Blackburn, Daniel Bouchard, Hayden Carruth, Henri Cartier-
Bresson, Isac Chiva, Paul Christensen, Clark Coolidge, Stanley Corngold, Bever-
ley Dahlen, Christopher Daniels, Michel Deguy, Richard Deming, John Digby,
Joseph Donahue, Edward and Jennifer Dorn, Marcel Duchamp, Robert Duncan,
Theodore Enslin, Margor Fonteyn, Philip Foss, Tony Frazer, Gene Frumkin, For-
rest Gander, Albert Gelpi, Alberto Giacometti, Allen Ginsberg, Fedora Giordana,
Marcel Griaule, Richard Grossinger, Lyn Hejiniau, Michael Heller, Lindsay Hill,
Brenda Hillman, Susan Howe, Ivor Indyk, Kenneth Irby, Pierre Joris, George
Kearns, John Kinsella, Nancy Kuhl, David Lenfesr, Nathaniel Mackey, Hector
Manjarrez, John Matthias, Cleo McNelly, Sarah Menefee, Christopher Merrill,
Christopher Middleron, Bradford Morrow, Eric Mortram, Mark Nowak, Geof-
frey O’Brien, Peter O'Leary, Charles Olson, John Olson, Toby Olson, Michael
Palmer, Kenneth Parchen, Sherman Paul, Ocravio and Marie-Jo Paz, Marjorie
Perloff, Dennis Phillips, Perer Quartermain, George Quasha, Kenneth Rexroth,
Ian Robinson, Jerome and Diane Rothenberg, Anthony Rudolf, Andrew
Schelling, Gershon Scholem, Henri and N6 Seigle, Richard Sieburth, Nina Subin,
John Taggart, Dennis Tedlock, Roberto Tejada, Hans Ten Berge, John Tranrer,
Paul Vangelisti, Anne Waldman, Eliot Weinberger, David Wevill, C. D.Wright,
and Shamoon Zamir. A great many other names and gratirudes will be found in
this volume. My family, many personal friends, and many students have added to
the mix. I apologize profoundly ro anyone my aging brain has mislaid.

I would like to thank my dear friend Lee Bartlett as the original initiator of
this part of my project as well as Professors Albert Gelpi, John Felstiner, and
William McPheron of Stanford University and Norris Pope and my editors at
Sranford University Press and Westchester Book Services for their kind help and
treatment of this new edition.

My fellow-poer and wife, Janet Rodney, has provided unbounded support as

well as insights and modificarions roo numerous 1o list.



