Preface

The first of Giorgio Agamben’s books to appear in English was Lan-
guage and Death, in 1991, but it was the publication of the English trans-
lation of The Coming Community, two years later, that accelerated schol-
arly interest in Agamben’s writings within the United States. Over the next
decade, as more of Agamben’s works found their way into the English-
speaking context, it became increasingly evident that Agamben’s influence
on the current generation of scholarship would be a lasting one. Given
the growing enthusiasm for both Agamben’s writing and the questions his
writings raise, the time has come for a broader dialogue about his work.
The current volume was conceived to be part of this dialogue. Contribu-
tors were selected not merely for the respect they have for Agamben and
his work, but for the incisiveness of their interpretation and for their hon-
est engagement with the work’s virtues as well as its limitations. We have
not set topical restrictions, nor have we avoided including those who are
unsympathetic to Agamben’s ideas. In doing so we hope that this volume
will contribute to the deepening dialogue about Giorgio Agamben’s schol-
arship and, more importantly, foster a discussion about the larger issues
his work addresses.
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