IT 1S HARD TO IMAGINE that anyone would set out to write a book 1
the foreknowledge of how long it might take and how many dead ¢
and U-turns would be met along the way. That is certainly true in
case. I began the project that has resulted in this book in 1990. The |
back then was that I should take the post of director of the Commny
on Scholarly Communication with the People’s Republic of China (C
with the assignment to design and implement programs for the m
national, multi-disciplinary study of human impacts on the nat
environment of China. During my tour of duty (1990-g2), the |
launched two such projects, one dealing with global climate char
and the other with the grassland ecosystem of the Mongolian Stef
The latter project was the beginning of an adventure thathas resulte
this book.

I first made my way onto the steppe in the company of Dr. Jamg
Ellis, an ecosystem scientist with the Natural Resource Ecology Lab
tory at Colorado State University, who had spent many years stud:
the grasslands of East Africa and was anxious to expand his work
Asia. Jim Ellis was one of the most engaging scholars and people wi
I have known. He viewed his subject—plants, animals, people, the
above and earth below — as parts of a greater whole and challenged
ers to hear his thoughts, while he listened generously to theirs. He
a great scientist, a great traveler, and a great friend. His tragic deat

*National Research Council (19924).
*National Research Council (19g2B).
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ship in China in the years following the Tiananmen Square mass
1989. President of the American Council of Learned Societie
Katz, was especially helpful, both personally and professionalls
of our work. Associate director of the CSC, Bob Geyer, whom
China scholars know as the guiding light of the Committee du
heyday in the 19708 and 1980s, made my time with this enter
pleasure and has remained a friend ever since. Program office
Leach contributed greatly to all of the science projects underta
the Committee in the early 1990s. Support for the Grassland Eco
of the Mongolian Steppe (GEMS) project was provided by the N
Academy of Sciences, the National Science Foundation, ai
Johnson Foundation.

Qur work in China and Mongolia was made possible by the ge
and effective cooperation of many people, including: Chen Zuo
Director, Inner Mongolia Grassland Ecosystem Research ¢
Chuluun Togtohyn, Mongolian Academy of Sciences; Kou Zheny
rector, Wulanaodu Grassland Ecosystem Research Station; Ren
Director, Gansu Grassland Ecological Research Institute; Zhang
(David Chang), Director, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy
ences (CAS); Zhao Shidong, Deputy Director, Shenyang Insti
Applied Ecology, CAS; and Zhu Tingcheng, Director, Institute of
land Science, Northeast Normal University.

At various stages, drafts of this book have been read by and p
from the comments of colleagues at Georgetown and else
including: Carol Benedict, John McNeill, James Millward, Peter I
and Richard Stites. Carol Benedict deserves special praise and
for her assiduous and helpful reading. Much of what is good
least, less bad) about this book is the result of her firm and thot
intervention. Ethan Schwalbe provided excellent Japanese-to-1
translations of Manchurian village histories and proved a plea:
work with. The students and staff of the Master of Science in F
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Robert L. Gallucci, dean of the School since 1996, following an illu
ous career as one of our nation’s finest diplomats, has proven an
standing leader of the institution and generous partner on the
course. Peter Dunkley, associate dean for faculty affairs, is my
friend and co-conspirator in the follies of academic administratic
honor all three for the same qualities: their devotion to the vision o
university in which scholarship and education are equally prized, t
integrity, and their friendship. No one can have better colleagues |
these.

Finally, I take this moment to thank my wife of more than tt
years, Kathleen, and our three children, Jane, Peter, and William, 1
are the light of my life and my chief reason for being. We are having
greatest of rides together.

JAMES REARDON-ANDERSO
Washington, D.
February 20



