Aage B. Sorensen introduced me to the study of educational attainme:
social stratification course that I took in 1991 as an undergraduate.
mencing with the encouraging comments that he offered on my term
on educational expectations, his support of my early research was i
able. Tragically, Aage’s February 2000 walk around Fresh Pond key
away from William James Hall for longer than he anticipated, and |
since passed away. As a result, Aage was unable to read or comment
vast majority of this manuscript, either in its original form as my 20(
sertation at Harvard University or in this heavily reworked book.

Even though Aage was the most important figure in my early de
ment as a scholar, he had many competitors for that status. I received
ing, as both an undergraduate and graduate student, from the entire d
ment of sociology at Harvard. I recognize, with each day I spend te:
my own students now, that the training I received was second to none
[ am therefore grateful to all my teachers between 1990 and 2000.

For this particular project, however, the contributions of several o
professors deserve special mention. The remaining members of my «
tation committee— Christopher Winship, Christopher S. Jencks, and
ard J. Murnane—provided crucial comments on the dissertation in it
stages. And Chris Winship deserves a very special thank you. He ha
vided constant encouragement and support since | met him in 1995,
always thought of him as a fabulous teacher and scholar, but I am esp
happy now that I can count him among my close friends.

As all graduate students know, among the best teachers you will i
those who know the nuts and bolts of data analysis. For me, these wise
were Nancy Williamson and Cheri Minton, whose job titles as pro



Tt Wl e LA LRI Bl dae WP WS LAy 4 LAV AU Al
lectual home at Cornell University. My Cornell colleagues David C
and Douglas Heckathorn provided encouraging and helpful comme:
some of the core ideas of this book, especially Chapters 3 and 4 whe
were in journal article form. Qutside of this direct circle of colleag
would like to thank a wider group of scholars who may not be aware o
contributions to my work. Through comments on my work in variou:
as editors and reviewers, [ thank Karl Alexander, Aaron Pallas, and B:
Schneider for their thoughts on some of the material in Chapter 6.1 a
ceived many helpful suggestions from faculty and graduate students
presenting the material in seminars at Arizona, Columbia, Cornell, Ha
Indiana, Minnesota, Northwestern, Stanford, and UCLA. Charles R
comments at Northwestern, Cecilia Ridgeway’s comments at Stanfor.
Don Rubin’s comments at Harvard were among the most memorab
helpful.

I thank Greg Austic, Erin Jacobs, Mark McKerrow, Rebecca Vic
and Wubiao Zhou for working as research assistants on various porti
the book. Erin Jacobs also proofread the entire manuscript {and insiste
linform readers that she feels that the even-numbered chapters are the

At Stanford University Press, I thank Nathan MacBrien, then Pat
yama, and then Alan Harvey for shepherding the book through the ed
board. Yossi Shavit read the entire manuscript for the press and pre
many valuable comments, from which 1 benefited greatly. Kate Wahl
men Borbon-Wu, Cheryl Hauser, and Judith Hibbard pushed the
script through final production.

My professional debts having been noted, I move to the equally i
tant personal ones. To my graduate student friends from William
Hall, I am grateful for your good company. | will always cherish the fre
midnight tea breaks that Susan Dumais and 1 shared in the fifth floor Ic
and then the 1:00 am cheeky banter with Karen Chai and Tomas Jime
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thanks for their support. I am quite certain that my mother never ex;
me to end up as a sociologist just like my father, and neither did 1! He
tinuing refusal to let father and son talk shop on any regular basis i
healthy for everyone, and I am grateful for her lack of tolerance. Sydn
been a wonderfully supportive partner, and [ am overwhelmed with jc
I will be spending my life with her.

The research in this book was first supported by a grant fro
American Educational Research Association which received the funds
“AERA Grants Program” from the National Science Foundation an
tional Center for Education Statistics {U.S. Department of Education)
NSF grant #RED-9452861. The dissertation write-up of the projec
supported by a dissertation completion fellowship from the Spencer
dation and then an Eliot Fellowship from Harvard University. The -
quent revisions were then supported by funds from the College of Ar
Sciences and from the Center for the Study of Inequality, both of C
University. The opinions found within this book are my own and do 1
necessarily reflect those of the granting agencies.



