Preface

This book arose as the unexpected product of the efforts of numerous
Chinese women to explain to me the changes in their lives during the
reform era, as well as the changes in the role of the official women's
movement in China from the late 1980s. I have attempted to listen
closely to their voices, but I expect they will find my views remain
gsome distance from their own. [ hope, nevertheless, that they will read
in these pages faithful accounts of their resourcefulness in working un-
der challenging circumstances to improve the lives of women in rural
China.

The fieldwork reported here was conducted from 1988 to 1995, with
generous support from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada through a SSHRCC-Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences Exchange Grant, 1987-88; a SSHRCC Canada Research Fellow-
ship, 1987-92; and SSHRCC Research Grants, 1990-91 and 1992-96.
Within China, the research was made possible by staff of the Shandong
Academy of Social Sciences, the China Shandong International Culture
Exchange Centre, the Shandong Women’s Federation, the Qingdao
Women's Federation, the Jining Women's Federation, the Dezhou
Women's Federation, the Lingxian Women's Federation, and various
levels of government in Shandong province. I am especially indebted to
the women of the rural community of Huaili and to all those who ac-
companied me and made my visits to Huaili possible. The research was
turther enriched by numerous members of women's organizations in
Jinan, Qingdao, Jining, and Lingxian, and by scholars in women's stud-
ies in various locations in Shandong.

Within Canada, writing began while I was a Visiting Scholar at the
Centre for Research in Women's Studies and Gender Relations [which
also granted a research allowance) and at Green College, University of
British Columbia. I benefited from office space and a collegial environ-
ment in the Department of Anthropology and Sociology, University of
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British Columbia, due to the courtesy of Graham Johnson and Richard
Pearson, and from the assistance of the librarians at the Asian Studies
Centre, University of British Columbia. Geri Boyle was instrumental
in making the months in Vancouver feasible and enjoyable. Publication
of this volume has been generously assisted by the Faculty of Arts and
the Office of the Vice-president (Research| at the University of Mani-
toba.

Among those whose comments, criticism, and information have
contributed to the study over the years, I would particularly wish to
acknowledge Isabel Crook, Lii Jingyun, L Xiuyuan, Janet Salaff, Jack
Scott, and Yuen-fong Woon. Assistance with library research was pro-
vided by Paula Migliardi, Shaun Mulvey, and Yang Jun. Roxetta Wilde
typed and formatted portions of the text. Chris Egan assisted with the
map, and with everything else.

An earlier version of part of Chapter 3 appeared as “Rural Women
and Economic Development in Reform Era China: The Strategy of the
Official Women's Movement,” in Feminist Fields: Ethnographic In-
sights, ed. Rae Bridgman, Sally Cole, and Heather Howard-Bobiwash
[Peterborough: Broadview Press, 1999), pp. 264-81.

I am grateful to Muriel Bell at Stanford University Press for her in-
terest in and support of this project throughout its long gestation pe-
riod. John Feneron has been helpful and efficient in guiding it to publi-
cation, and Sharron Woods has been meticulous in her editing. The
index was prepared by Linda Gregonis.

I remain solely responsible for the interpretations presented here
and for all remaining shortcomings in this study.



