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Thomas Barfield is an anthropologist who conducted ethnographic fieldwork
with nomads in northern Afghanistan in the mid-1970s as well as shorter pe-
riods of research in Xinjiang, China, and post-Soviet Uzbekistan. He is author
of The Central Asian Arabs of Afghanistan (1981) and The Perilous Frontier:
Nomadic Empires and China (1989) and coauthor of Afghanistan: An Atlas of
Indigenous Domestic Architecture (1991). Currently Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at Boston University, Barfield is also President of the American Institute
for Afghanistan Studies. Since 2001 his research has focused on problems of
law and political development in contemporary Afghanistan. In 2007 Barfield
received a Guggenheim Fellowship for his most recent book, Afghanistan: A
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Colonel Michael R. Fenzel is a native of Chicago, Illinois. He holds a BA in
Economics from Johns Hopkins University, an MPA from Harvard Univer-
sity, and an MA in National Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S.
Naval War College and is a PhD Candidate in National Security Studies at
the Naval Postgraduate School. Colonel Fenzel has served as a strategist and
policy analyst for the U.S. Army Chief of Staff, as a Director for Transna-
tional Threats and Director for Combating Terrorism at the National Security
Council (NSC) on the White House staff (2000-2001). Mike has taken part in
seven contingency deployments over the last twenty-five years, including the
parachute assault into Iraq in March 2003 and two extended deployments to
Afghanistan between 2004 and 2008, where he served as the Deputy Director
for Military Operations, Deputy Brigade Commander for 1st Brigade, 82nd
Ajirborne Division, in Regional Command East, and Battalion Task Force
Commander in Eastern Paktika along the border with Pakistan. He has most
recently commanded the 2nd Brigade of the 1st Armored Division (2010} and
3rd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division since early 2012. Colonel Fenzel is
a White House Fellow, Life Member on the Council on Foreign Relations, and
Douglas MacArthur Leadership Award winner and has also been awarded for

valor twice in combat.

Alexei Gavriel is an applied anthropologist conducting research on the inte-
gration of sociocultural knowledge into contemporary military operational
planning and intelligence. He serves as Afghanistan Program Manager for
Glevum Associates’ Media Evaluation Project, which examines client-funded
media content and reports on its impact on Afghan individuals and society
through determining whether a target audience is being reached and if the
primary messages of the media are understood. He has conducted ethno-
graphic research in a variety of remote locations among indigenous reindeer
herders in the Russian tundra, Roma-Gypsy ghetto dwellers in Eastern Slova-

kia, and nationalist-separatists in the former Yugoslavia.

Professor Thomas H. Johnson is a faculty member of the National Security
Affairs Department at the Naval Postgraduate School as well the Director of
the Program for Culture & Conflict Studies. Under his direction, the CCS pro-
gram coordinates research activities on Afghanistan and other countries of
South and Central Asia as well as the Middle East. At NPS, Professor Johnson

teaches courses on Afghanistan, Central Asia, terrorism, and insurgencies/
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counterinsurgencies. He also regularly contributes to the Regional Security
Education Program and the Leadership Development and Education for Se-
curity and Peace Program at NPS, where he briefs deploying troops. Johnson
has taught at the University of Southern California and the Foreign Service
Institute and frequently lectures at Service Academies. Before joining the
faculty of the Naval Postgraduate School, he served on the faculty of George
Mason University. For two decades, Professor Johnson has conducted re-
search and written on Afghanistan and South Asia. He is a member of the
Afghanistan Editorial Board of the National Security Archive. His publica-
tions have appeared in the American Political Science Review, International
Security, Foreign Policy, Military Review, Journal of Politics, Orbis: A Journal
of World Affairs, Central Asian Survey, China and Eurasian Forum Quarterly,
Small Wars and Insurgencies, Strategic Insights, The Brown Journal of World
Affairs, Strategic Review, Politikon: South African Journal of Political Science,
and the Journal of Modern African Studies, as well as numerous scholarly ed-
ited volumes and texts. His commentaries have appeared in numerous media
outlets to recently include the Atlantic Monthly, Washington Post, Wall Street
Journal, Newsweek, Christian Science Monitor, Newsday, Baltimore Sun, Chi-
cago Tribune, San Francisco Chronicle, The Telegraph, Folha de S. Paulo, and
on PBS the Jim Leher NewsHour, CNN'’s Christiane Amanpour Show, TVO’s
Agenda, BBC’s Channel One, NPR's All Things Considered, Press TV, CNN
Radio, and the Voice of America. He spent much of summers 2008 through
2010 in Afghanistan conducting field research for a book manuscript on the
culture and implications of the Taliban as expressed through their narratives,
especially in the form of shabnamah or “night letters,” poetry, chants, and
other artifacts. In 2010, he served as the Counterinsurgency Advisor to the

Commander of Task Force Kandahar.

Brig. (retd.) Feroz Hassan Khan is a Lecturer in the Department of National
Security Affairs, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. He served
in the Pakistan Army for thirty years, with his last assighment as Director
in the Pakistan Strategic Plans Division. Khan has represented Pakistan in
bilateral and multilateral negotiations on security, arms control, and nonpro-
liferation issues and has published in reputed journals, newspapers, and book
publications. He is the author of Eating Grass: The Making of the Pakistani
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Steffen Merten is a sociocultural dynamics researcher and analyst living and
working throughout Asia on issues related to human terrain mapping and
countering violent extremism. Merten's core interests also focus on new ways
of applying technologies for the collection and analysis of sociocultural in-
formation for global security applications, with a specific concentration on
modeling Middle Eastern tribal systems and understanding information en-
vironments through data visualization. He is currently Lead Analyst at Kes-

trel Technology Group, LLC.

Major Nathan Springer is an active duty armor officer with multiple combat
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Konar and eastern Nuristan Province, Afghanistan (OEF o7-08), he obtained
an MA in Security Studies, National Security Affairs, at the Naval Postgradu-
ate School. He then served as the Chief of Operations at the U.S. Army and
Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Center. Subsequently, he graduated from
the Art of War Scholars program at the Command and General Staff College
in June 2o011. He then served as the Executive Officer for the 3rd Squadron,
4th U.S. Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division in Nangarhar,
Afghanistan, in support of OEF 11-12. Currently, MAJ Springer serves as the
Executive Officer for the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division.
He is currently Brigade XO, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii.
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grounds of how sense making is possible. He has written and presented inter-
nationally in the fields of Organizational Management, Culture and Conflict,
Job Search and Recruiting Technology, and Religious Movements. He holds
a BA in Religion and Sociology, an MA in Canadian Studies, and a PhD in
Sociology (Social Anthropology).

Barry Scott Zellen is an author, editor, and theorist specializing in geostrategic
and polar issues. He lived and worked in the Arctic from 1988 to 2000, where
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the Northern Native Broadcast Access Program (NNBAP). He is presently a
Senior Research Fellow at the Anchorage-based Institute of the North and a
Member of the Board of the Arctic Research Consortium of the United States
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Tribal Sovereignty in the Arctic (Lexington Books, 2008); Arctic Doom, Arctic
Boom: The Geopolitics of Climate Change in the Arctic (Praeger Security In-
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