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Stefan Swallfors is a professor in sociology and Baltic Scholar at Umea University.
His current research mainly concerns attitudes to welfare policies and redistribu-
tion in Western countries. He is involved in several major attitude research pro-
grams: the International Social Survey Program, the European Social Survey, and
the Swedish Welfare State Surveys. Among his publications, we find three previous
volumes at Stanford University Press: Analyzing Inequality (2005), The Moral
Economy of Class (2008), and The Palitical Sociology of the Welfare State (2007).

Helena Blomberg is a professor of social policy at the Swedish School of Social
Science, University of Helsinki. She is chairing the theme group The Value Systems
and Legitimacy in the Nordic Welfare State Model, within the Nordic Centre of
Excellence: The Nordic Welfare State—Historical Foundations and Future Chal-
lenges. Her major fields of research concern popular and street-level bureavcrats’
attitudes toward welfare policies in a comparative perspective and policy changes
in the welfare state.

Clem Brooks is James H. Rudy Professor of Sociology at Indiana University
Bloomington. His research is on voter choice, attitude formation, and comparative
public policy. Current projects include a study of the U.S. public’s responses to the
2008 economic crisis and survey experiments into attitude formation on counter-
terrorism policy and health policy. Among Brooks’s publications are Social Cleav-
ages and Political Change (1999), Why Welfare States Persist (2007), and a new
manuscript, Whaose Rights? (2012).

Johanna Kallio is a postdoctoral researcher in social policy and social work at the
Swedish School of Social Science, University of Helsinki. Her main research areas
are social policy attitudes and social perceptions among citizens, municipal deci-
sion makers, and street-level bureaucrats.

Olli Kangas is a research professor at the Social Insurance Institution of Fin-
land. He specializes in comparative welfare studies, including analyses of the
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institutional setups of welfare programs, the political and structural factors behind

the development of welfare states, and the consequences of social policy in terms of
income distribution, poverty, legitimacy, and collective action. His papers have ap-

peared in many leading social policy journals.

Christian Kroll is a senior lecturer in social policy at the Swedish School of Social
Science, University of Helsinki. His current research focuses on the legitimization
and legitimacy of welfare state reforms and on attitude formation among high-risk
groups and welfare state professionals in comparative perspective.

Joakim Kulin is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Sociology at Umea
University. In his Ph.D. thesis “*Values and Welfare State Attitudes,” he analyzes
the relationship between human values and attitudes toward welfare state redis-
tributive policies and how macro-level factors moderate this relationship across
national contexts.

Tiina Likki is a Ph.D. candidate in social psychology at the University of Lausanne.
Her research interests lie in political attitudes, redistribution, and power relations
between dominant and subordinate groups. Her earlier research at the University
of Helsinki focused on adaptation of immigrants.

Steffen Mau is a professor of political sociology and comparative social research
at the University of Bremen. His main research areas include comparative welfare
state research, social inequality, European integration, and transnationalism. He
is the author of The Moral Economy of Welfare States—Britain and Germany
Comrpared (2003), Social Transnationalismm—Lifeworlds Beyvond the Nation-State
(2010, and European Societies—Mapping Structure and Change (2010, with
Roland Verwiebe).

Bart Meuleman is an assistant professor at the Centre for Sociological Research,
University of Leuven. His research mainly focuses on cross-national comparisons
of attitude and value patterns, such as welfare state legitimacy, anti-immigrant
sentiment, religious involvement, and basic human values. He has a special inter-
est in research methodology for comparative research and comparability of survey
measurements.

Jan Mewes is currently COFAS Marie Curie Fellow at Umea University. From
2005 to 2011, he was researcher with the Chair of Political Sociology and Com-
parative Analysis of Contemporary Societies at the University of Bremen. His main
research interests include migration, social stratification, public attitudes, social
capital, and comparative welfare state research. He is the author of Ungleiche
Netzwerke- Vernetzte Ungleichbeit (2010).
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Mikko Niemeld is a senior researcher at the Secial Insurance Institution of Fin-
land and a professor in social and health policy at the University of Tampere. His
current research focuses on mechanisms of institutional change of welfare states,
public perceptions of the causes of poverty, and cross-national differences in public
attitudes toward the role of government.

Wim van Qorschot is a professor of sociology at Tilburg University. He is an hon-
orary president of the Network for European Social Policy Analysis, initiator and
director of the European Data Centre for Work and Welfare, and Honorary Pro-
fessor at the Centre for Comparative Welfare Research of Aalborg University. His
research and teaching regard the sociological and cultural analysis of welfare states
and social policy. Previous books include Culture and Welfare State: Values and
Sacial Policies in Comparative Perspective (Edward Elgar) and Disability Policies
in Enropean Countries (Kluwer).

Régis Scheidegger is a doctor in social sciences from Lausanne University. His cur-
rent research concerns political attitudes, ideologies, and social representations as a
function of academic socialization. He is involved in research on the link between
subjective political competence and social representations of the social order.

Annette Schnabel is an associate professor in sociology at Umea University. Her re-
search interests cover the questions of why people join social movements; how they
form their national, religious, and gender identities; and how emotions and ratio-
nal choices interact. The impact of political and social institutions and their forma-
tion form another focal point of interest. The research on these issues encompasses
empirical analyses, as well as their impact on social theory. Recent books include
Emergenz (with Jens Greve; Frankfurt a.M.: Suhrkamp, 2010).

Christian Staerklé is an associate professor of social psychology at the University
of Lausanne and a docent of social psychology at the University of Helsinki. His
research is based on both survey and experimental methods and concerns political
attitudes, intergroup relationships, and issues of social justice from the perspective
of social representations theory. His papers have appeared in major social psychol-
ogy journals.



