Preface

This is a study of North American business schools during a period, 1945-1970,
that is rapidly fading from recollection. It is a period worth remembering,
though the number of people capable of doing so is dwindling fast. One of
us was not born until after 1970; the other of us lived through the period as
a young man, part of it as a faculty member in a business school, but finds
that most of the others who did so are either dead or remarkably elderly now.

We have relied heavily on the traces left in writings, archives, and mem-
ories of those who were there and of those who have tried subsequently to
understand the period, conscious that the records are incomplete, that they
are filled with willful and unconscious biases, and that our interpretation of
them is only one of many possible interpretations.

We are indebted to numerous colleagues and friends who have contrib-
uted to this project. In particular, we owe major debts to the Cynthia and
John Reed Foundation, the Sloan Foundation, and the Copenhagen Business
School for generous financial support that has made it all possible. We give
our thanks to the institutions and also to the individuals involved in approv-
ing the grants, particularly John Reed, Finn Junge-Jensen, and Gail Pesyna.

The Stanford University School of Education and the Stanford Graduate
School of Business have also provided invaluable support. The Graduate
School of Business has provided a small, but flexible, research fund and
access to the school’s archives. The School of Education has kindly housed
us during the time of the project, and we are grateful for the hospitality and
many effective efforts to make our lives easier. We appreciate particularly
the thoughtfulness of Ona Andre, Deborah Belanger, and Deborah Stipek.

A substantial debt is also owed to the archives and archivists of the Uni-

versity of Chicago, the Ford Foundation, George Washington University,



Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the RAND
Corporation, the University of Rochester, the Stanford Graduate School of
Business, Stanford University, and the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania. In particular, we are grateful to Vivian Artebery, Ann Horn,
Malcolm Palmatier, and Gustave Shubert, for invaluable help during the
research at the RAND archives; to Idelle Nissela at the Ford Foundation
Archives; to Paul Reist and Kathy Long at Stanford Jackson Libraries; and
to Gabrielle Michelek at Carnegie Mellon University Library.

We have talked at some length with a number of people who played
important roles in the history. These include Kenneth Arrow, G. Leland
Bach, Charles Bonini, Joseph Bower, William W. Cooper, Richard M.
Cyert, Robert A. Dahl, William R. Dill, Edward Feigenbaum, Julian Feld-
man, Charles Holt, James E. Howell, Yuji Jjiri, George Kozmetsky, Gardner
Lindzey, Michael Lovell, Andrew W. Marshall, Alan Meltzer, Arjay Miller,
Henry Mintzberg, Franco Modigliani, John Muth, William Pounds, Roy
Radner, Henry S. Rowan, George Schultz, Bruce Scott, Herbert A. Simon,
James R. Schlesinger, Philip Selznick, Richard Snyder, Martin Shubik, Fred
M. Tonge, Oliver Williamson, Peter Winters, and Sidney G. Winter. Their
memories have been invaluable.

We have also drawn on the willingness of colleagues to talk with us
about ideas along the way. In particular, these include Ilker Baybars, Nils
Brunsson, Michael Cohen, Giovanni Dosi, Kenneth Dunn, Lars Engwall,
Robert Gibbons, Michael Hay, Kristian Kreiner, David Labaree, Daniel
Levinthal, Anne Miner, Daniel Newark, Johan P. Olsen, Christos Pitelis,
W. Richard Scott, David Tyack, Eric Wanner, Barry Watts, Randall Wein-
garten, and an anonymous reader for the publisher.

Finally, we are grateful for the effective aid provided by Margo Beth
Crouppen, our editor at the Stanford University Press, and her associates,
particularly Jessica Walsh. We thank Margaret Pinette for noble copyedit-
ing done with grace and care while sitting in Milo, Maine.

As usual with all of this generous help, it would be ungracious to blame
any of them for our errors, so we happily absolve them of responsibility.
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