Contents

Acknowledgments

Abbreviations of Agamben’s Major Works

Introduction: Life in Venice

The Philosophical Subject 1, There [s Something Inside the
Text 4, Nonparticipation 7, The Mirror of Narcissus 10,
The Specter of Venice 13

Dialectic of Endarkenment

Darkness Visible 17, Biopolitics in Miniature 19, The Biopolitical
Ladder 23, The Work of Dance in the Age of Sacred Lives 27,
Ethics After Auschwitz 32, The Polentiality of Thought 37,

The Color of Potentality 42

Feather-Light Bubble

Zarathustra’s Whisper 43, Sharpening Knives 49, Emergency
Brake 51, Above the Weight of the World 54, The Stillest

Word 56, Brachvlogy 61, Bricolage 63, Ingeniwm 65, Breathless
Lingering 67, The Philosopher and the Dog 70

Present While Absent

The Politics of Presence 73, The Spiral of the Possible 77, 1 Am
Whatever | Am 82, Becoming Imperceptible 86, Life and
Violence 92

How to Imagine a Form of Life

Notes

Inder

vi

17

45



