Innovation, Transformation, and
War

US COIN Operations in Anbar and
Ninewa, Iraq, 2005-2007

By James A. Russell
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The disposition of US forces in the Al Qaim region in September
2005 (left) and the spreading out of those forces (right)
following the deployment of the 3-6 Marines in the fall of 2005.
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Major Tribes Of Al Qaim Region
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Tribal breakdown in Western Anbar in late 2005.
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STRATEGIC EFFECTS:

Terrorists defeated and
Insurgents neutralized.

Representative
government that
promotes national unity.
Strengthened rule of law.
Meet basic needs.

Economic reforms spur
development.

International support for
Iraq increased.

Enhanced understanding
of Coalition efforts.

Wedge driven.

Capable ISF assume
security lead.

Security

Transition

SECURITY S

GOVERNANCE -

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT +

*CF PRESENCE

*IA CAPABILITY
-IP CAPABILITY
*AIF SUPPRESSION
*ATMOSPHERICS

JUDICIAL SYSTEM

*POLICE STATIONS

*LOCAL LEADER ENGAGEMENT
*CIVIC INFRASTRUCTURE

*POINT OF ENTRY
*PHOSPHATE PLANT
*CEMENT FACTORY

*CAG/PRDC INITIATIVES
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Logical lines of operations, or LOOs, developed by
1st Battalion, 7t Marine Regiment in the spring of

2006.
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1-7 analyses of the towns in its area of operations
according to its LOOs.
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Summary of the major elements of “Project Metro” used by 1-7 in
adapting law enforcement techniques to its mission in the Al Qaim

region.
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Insurgent attack trends against 1-7 Marines in al

Qaim region December 2005-July 2006.
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COIN METHODOLOGY:
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Force Protection at COPs Rawah, Anah (and BP Reyanah) , and North

Well-trained and Disciplined US Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines

Counterinsurgency methodology developed by 4-14
during its deployment in Anbar in the fall of 2005.
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The 4-14 intelligence-operations target fusion

cycle used in Anbar in 2005-2006.
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Details of 4-14 cache find in Anbar, February 2006.



MOST WANTED
POSTERS
Internet Cafes
TCPs
Posters

VOTING
National Referendum: 1389
National Elections
Rawah: 4264
Ramana: 4850

RAWAH GOVERNANCE
Functioning City Council,
Recognized Mayor
Iraqi Police Chief
Provincial Council Rep

NON-LETHAL EFFECTS

FLASH CMOCS
Rawah, Hassah,
Anah, Reyanah

TIPS

Internet Cafes, TCPs,

Handbills
Rawhti yahoo.com
Anabhti yahoo.com

Figure 3-10

ANAH GOVERNANCE
Functioning City Council,
Recognized Mayor
Provincial Council Rep

DISTRIBUTED
2,000 RADIOS
864 AM

IP SCREENING
Rawah: 54 Candidates
31 Qualified

TEAM GOODWILL
2000 Blankets,
School Supplies,
Heaters, Meals,
Water

Summary of 4-14 non-lethal activities during its COIN
operations in Anbar.



Figure 4-1

States Contributing Units & Soldiers
Throughout 2/28 BCT Deployment
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States contributing units to the 2/28 Brigade Combat
Team during its deployment to Anbar in 2005 and 2006.
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Major 2/28 bases in and around Ramadi in 2005-

2006.
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The major combat elements of the 1/1 Brigade Combat Team (left)
and their scheme of deployment in and around Ramadi in 2006-

2007.
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The growth of tribal support during 1/1’s deployment in and around
Ramadi from June 2006-2007. Green areas represent tribal support;
yellow partial support, and red non-supportive
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The progression of 1-37’s operations in south central Ramadi is shown in
these graphics from left to right as the battalion expanded its control
over insurgent neighborhoods in the summer and fall of 2006.



Figure 4-6
Y0 Lsoia:copramig s

@ Seize : COP bonstruction
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efeat a complex AIF attack.

-‘ Key Tasks:
| * Seize the buildings that will
4 comprise the COP

“Jy from disrupting construction.
-, Maintain that security until the OP
ai’ is capable of defeating a complex
. AIF attack without reinforcement.
"1 « Rapidly move construction and
barrier materials to the COP using
multiple secure routes.
2l * Quickly emplace barriers and
=¥ install life support required to

i & sustain aPLT (+)
x g“ Endstate: TF has established a

# defensible COP with a secure

Reconnaissance & site selection
Engineer estimate

Transportation requirement estimate
Prioritization of engineer effort
Transportation & security plan
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Supervision of loading and download
Construction

Layered security & surveillance
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The 1-37 combat outpost construction standard operating
procedure used in the fall of 2006 in Ramadi.
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The 1-37 “"Census Loop” that related census activivties
to ongoing operations.
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/( 1/6 AUGMENTATION TEAMS A%
_“EXPANDED PERMANENT PARTNERSHIP”

Combined TF 1/6 Current Disposition
R - |

Governor’s
Security Area

F Iragi Police Station (Enduring)

EE District Police Substation

A District or Provincial IP Detachment

A Dpistrict Police Neighborhood Watch OP
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The disposition of the different 1-6 elements and its Iraqi
partners in joint security stations in central Ramadi in 2006-

2007.
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’; GOVERNMENT CENTER RUBBLE REMOVAL

Removal of rubble around the government center in

central Ramadi initiated by 1-6 Marines in 2006-2007.

BEFORE | N_ DURING

< E L—J'Jl ,luti 7] f}.? xfd—i’t * & F S



Figure 4-10

,{ Operation OKINAWA (Phase 4)

// Clearance of North Central Ramadi By ISF

Ramadi General Hospital
Visit / Screening

Sheikh Sittar
Arab Media
Interview

1] in:

«Iraqi District Police-led
operation of more than (500)

H police from (6) police
1 stations and 1st PSF.

*10-Hour Operation resulted

-Apprehension of (45)

! known / suspected
| insurgents.

-Discovery of several

| weapons caches including:

*Assault Rifles
Machineguns
*Mortar/Artillery Shells
*|[EDs and IED-making
materiel

.| *Debriefing continues. IP
i are reporting an

exaggerated 100 AIF KIA.

*Atmospherics extremely
positive—Iraqgi Civilians
reported AIF activity / threats

| to IPs throughout operation.

Details of Operation Okinawa in the spring of 2007 by

the ISF and 1-6 Marines.
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West Central Ramadi District
Council Meeting

Line of Operation: Governance
Who: XO 1/6 and CA Team Leader

What: First meeting of the West Central
Ramadi District Council

When: 25MAR2007

Where: Ramadi JCC

Significance:

On 25 March 2007, XO 1/6 and CAG Team

Leader met with the West-Central Ramadi

District Council. There were 15 members in
attendance for this historical first meeting.

Districts represented; Al Warar, Jamiya,

Qatana and Sharikah. After introductions

and welcome, the group discussed the

purpose of the council as well as goals,

resources, and projects. The council

president, Sa’ad Hamad Sharqi, led the

discussion with Arif Mukhaibir Sayad. The

members of the council were very

enthusiastic about ideas for improvements.

Security, education, and employment as well

as water, electricity and basic services were

identified as important issues. All agreed the

first step is to clear the streets of trash and

rubble. They voted that the first 2 projects to

stem from this council will be rubble and trash

removal. Plans were made to have this

contracted before the next meeting. Bids will

be collected, voted on, and passed to Team 1

for processing. The council shared lunch and .
all agreed that this was a great step forward. Arif Mukhaibir Sayad, vice-president of the district council discuses his vision for the
We anxiously anticipate the next gathering. district.

Details of the first Ramadi district council meeting in
March 2007 convened by 1-6 Marines.
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Information Operations Focus

nformution Opemtionx
- Broadcasts Mon, Wed, Sat

-Video CD Distribution

-Loca Newspzper Initidive

Details on the 1-6 information operations program

that featured use of loudspeakers in the Ramadi
neighborhoods.
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(Al Warar
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Build)
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Districts
E Gren
H IRL
B RPG
0O SAF
30 Day Weekly Avg (1) —

60 Day Weekly Avg (7)
Cumulative WKly Avg (31) e

Insurgent attack trends in the 1-6 Marines area of central

Ramadi from September 2006-April 2007.




Figure 4-13
IRAQI POLICE IN RAMADI
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* PREVIOUS UNIT CONTINUED IP RECRUITING IN THE GLASS FACTORY IN APRIL AND MAY06 DESPITE
PREVIOUS ATTACK, RESULTING IN LIMITED SUCCESS

* JUNO6 THE RFCT MOVED RECRUITING TO BLUE DIAMOND

« JULO6 RFCT HEAVY TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT BEGAN
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Rebuilding Ramadi’s police force during during 2006-2007.
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RFCT CACHE FINDS

REMOVING THE THREAT BEFORE IT CAN BE USED
- IRAQIS KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN SEARCHING FOR CACHES
+ LOCALS WILL SHARE INFORMATION WITH IP BECAUSE IP ARE FROM THE LOCAL AREA
- THE INFORMANT WILL NOT BE MARKED AS A CF COLLABORATOR FOR TALKING TO IP.

W

QAIF ATTACK TRENDS IN AO TOPEKA ﬁ'

* |IRAQ STUDY GROUP INDICATES SITUATION IN IRAQ IS “GRAVE AND
DETERIORATING”; HOWEVER CONDITIONS IN RAMADI INDICATE OTHERWISE

= DIRECT CONTACT (COMPLEX) ATTACK CAPABILITY IS DWINDLING
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Summary of insurgent activity and cache finds over the course
of the 1/1 deployment in Ramadi during 2006 and 2007.
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172nd SBCT laydown in Ninewa, Iraq, 2005-2006.
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2-1 Campaign plan overview used in operations in
Mosul during 2005-2006.



Figure 5-3

B A CeR Moes

1
Y

Early Assessment of insurgent control over Mosul Neighborhoods
at outset of 172nd COIN operations. Note: AAS is Ansar Al Sunna;
QJBR is Tanzim Qa"“idat al-Jihad fi Bilad al-Rafidayn, or Al Qaeda
in Irag—the organization of Abu Musab Al Zargawi.




ALONG RTE BUICK

Findings of pattern analysis during October 2005 by 2-1 in
Eastern Mosul
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ISR PLAN NON-CONTIGUOUS AREAS

8 SIS TR B T SRR T DT, i BN ]
DEVELOPED A DETAILED ISR COLLECTION PLAN Sl m

2-1 Information, Surveillance and Reconnaissance plan and
its changing map of battle space in November 2005
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Humint generated by 2-1 following changed handling of
detainee questioning from September through October 2005
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26 OCT: TF 2-1/1A COMBINED RAID TO CAPTURE AL SHARKYA IED/DA CELLS
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12 A3 TE2-1 CONDUCT &
COMBINED CORDON AND SEARCH-TQ

CAP TURE MEMBERS OF THE AL SHARKYA

AAS CELL, AL JAMMASA DIRECT ACTION

CELL, GARAGE SIMAL SADDAMIST CELL IOT

PREVENT FURTHER IED ATTACKS ON CF
ALONG ROUTES INFINITI AND BUICK.

CONDUCTS
SIMULTANEOUS BREACH OF
FIVE ODBJECTIVES IN THE
AL BHARKYA NEIGHBORHOOD
DETAINED 3XTARGETED AW
(PID) AND AXUNTARGETED A
THAT TESTED X-SPRAY POS
FOR A TOTAL OF 7XAIF
DETAINED. NC CEM TAK
OFF OBJS.

CONDOUCTS

SIMULTANEDOUS BREACH OF
FOUR QBJECTIVES IN THE
NINAVA NEIGHEORHROD
[SARAGE SHIMAL AREA).
DETAINED SXTARGETED AIF
{PIO) AND VARIOUS CEMTO
INCLUDE IED MATERIALS.

CONDUCTS
SIMULTANEOUS BREACH OF
FIVE DBJECTIVES IN THE
AL SHARKYA NEIGHBORHOOD
DETAINED BXTARGETED AIF
{PID) AND I1XYUNTARGETED AIF
FOR A TOTAL OF 7XAIF
DETAINED. NQ GEM TAKEN
OFF OBJS. HANDBILLS WERE
DISTRIBUTED BY ALL
PLATOONS.

26 October 2005 directed raids on Al Sharkya

by 2-1 in Mosul.

IED Cells
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FUSED INTEL RESULTS IN DETENTION OF “OPEL GANG”

R NG e

DURING SEARCH OF
CAR REGISTRTAION INDICATES
WOUNDED LN'S NAME IS ABU
MUSTAFA. TF 52 CONFIRMS THAT
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Figure 5-9
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Example of a situational template, or SITEMP, used by
2-1 in the spring of 2006 during its operations in
Mosul .



Figure 5-10

2-1 “"Wheel of Stuff” to help guide target
decision-making during its deployment.



Figure 5-11
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Insurgent attack trends in eastern Mosul from November 2004-

May 2006.




Figure 5-13
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Growth of Company C 1-17’s area of operations in its “economy
of force mission” in Mosul during the course of its deployment.
Blue Stars Are Iraqi IP Stations; Green Stars Iraqg Army Facilities
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Figure 5-15

Example of small kill team operations by Company C, 1-17
in Mosul in May 2006.
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