Preface

IN THIS BooK wec undertake a critical examination of U.S. foreign pol-
icy by focusing on forcign policy mistakes made by U.S. presidents in the
cxercisc of power. Our goals arc to understand how mistakes occur and
how to avoid or fix them. Thesc goals have led us incvitably to consider
why mistakes happen, a task that can be approached on a case-by-casc
basis or within the framecwork of a general theory of mistakes. Our ap-
proach is the latter one, which has led us to incorporate into our analysis
insights from scveral theories of action and interaction in the academic
literature on forcign policy and international relations. However, we en-
vision our audicnce as broader than the academic community, extending
into the ranks of both ordinary citizens and political leaders. It is tough
to writc for all threc of these audicnees, which bring different perspee-
tives and degrees of interest to bear on our topic. Since the main thrust of
our analysis is to provide both a map and a compass for avoiding forcign
policy mistakes, therefore, we think it is appropriatc here to provide
similar guidance to the readers of this book who may want to find their
way to some parts of our analysis and avoid other arcas.

Parts I 11, and III of the book address questions that ordinary citizens
and students are likely to raisc about forcign policy mistakes: What arc
they? How many kinds arc there? How do you tell one kind from another?
What causcs them? What arc some examples of cach kind of mistake in
the history of U.S. forcign policy over the last 100 years or so up to the
present? We answer these questions with a relatively simple classification
scheme for distinguishing different kinds of forcign policy mistakes,
bascd on ordinary usage of the word “mistake,” which differentiates be-
tween mistakes of omission and commission. We take this distinction and
usc it to identify mistakes regarding how to recognize and excrcisc social
power in world politics. Then we show how various episodes in U.S. dip-

lomatic and military history illustrate these different kinds of mistakes.
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Parts IV and V of the book address questions that directly interest
academic policy analysts and political leaders: How docs onc avoid for-
cign policy mistakes and fix them if they occur? What arc optimum strate-
gics for making forcign policy decisions? How and why do thesc strategics
insurc against mistakes and failurcs and raisc the chances for successful
outcomes? We answer these questions with the assistance of an array of
theoretical and methodological tools, including game theory, role theory,
cxchange theory, social network theory, and signed graph theory. We also
cxamine cvidence from computer simulations by social scientists and
philosophers and from extensive reviews of world politics compiled by
historians and other social scientists. We usc this information to con-
struct a general argument on behalf of certain forcign policy strategics
while being more critical of others. Instead of historical case studics, the
analytical narratives in these chapters are told with tables and figures
adorned by mathematical symbols and statistics.

We end the book with a summary of the whole argument and a list of
ten precepts that attempt to capture its main clements. A casual reader
may want to bcgin there and then sclect chaptcrs of pcrsonﬂl interest
from this menu. We expect a more specialized reader will probably want
to start at the beginning and follow the entire argument in detail. In our
cfforts to make this argument and to receive helpful feedback, we have
presented aspects of it to audicnees at Arizona State University, Baker
University, Furman University, the University of Kansas, the University of
Missouri, the University of North Texas, Texas Christian University,
Zirve University (Turkey), Sabanci University (Turkey), and Trinity Col-
lege (Dublin), and at annual mectings of the American Political Science
Association and the International Studies Association.

We arc gratcful for the comments from collcagucs in thesc venues
and for the carcful reviews of the entire manuscript by Yaacov Vertz-
berger and Patrick James. We arc indebted as well to Steven Brams,
Robert Axclrod, and Robert Jervis, whose collective scholarship on agent
stratcgics and system cffects in world politics informed and inspired
much of the theorctical analysis in this book. Any crrors that remain arc
our own. It is our pleasure to acknowledge the assistance and enthusiasm

of Geoffrey Burn and Jessica Walsh at Stanford University Press, John
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Donohuc at Westchester Book Services, and the institutional support from
the School of Politics and Global Studics at Arizona Statc University and
the Department of Political Science at Furman University.

We dedicate this book to our respective wives, Jacqueline Dierks-
Walker and Johnna Malici, who have belicved in the project and its au-
thors rhroughout its gestation from notes scribbled on the back of an en-
velope outside a classroom in Dublin to publication as a boolk scveral
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