Preface

Anthropologists notoriously wotry about being mistaken for tourists, and this
is particularly so for those who study tourismm, conducting research in places
where tourists gather. While carrying out the research for this book on tour-
ism in contexts of change in Latin America, I was sometimes happy to blend
in with other travelers, to see as they see and interact with them freed of the
trappings of my trade. Nonetheless, conversations soon turned to what we do
back home and our travel plans—or to what I was recording in my notebook—
and I quickly revealed the ulterior motives for my repeated sojourns to Cuba,
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru. Moreover, my internal checks had me constantly
monitoring myself to be certain that I was working hard enough on a research
topic that involved leisure and travel evenif it also frequently involved tourists’
(like anthropologists™) desires for knowledge of culture, heritage, and politics
in foreign lands.

To be sure, I was just as interested in the other side of the tourism encoun-
ter, the experience of those local populations that were toured in postrevolu-
tionary and postconflict societies in Latin America and the Caribbean. In that
regard, it was easier to feel in my element as an ethnographer and in touch with
my subject position as a U.5. researcher as I considered the active ways in which
those of culturally different backgrounds sought opportunities to make good
on tourism. With both tourists and toured as the focus of my inquiry in fairly
equal measure, the methods of cultural anthropology were indeed useful to
exploring the terrains on which all of these actors came together.

Like some others who have come to appreciate the importance of tour-

ismn for understanding the co-construction of cultural identities, histories, and
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nations, I would say that tourism found me as much as I found tourism as a
research subject. As I describe in the Introduction, I had already spent time and
carried out research in all four nations before I came to view tourism as a par-
ticularly useful prism for considering questions that emerge in places marked
in recent timmes by conflict or revolution. At first I noted the erasures of past
histories that might be unsettling to tourists, but then later—and more sig-

nificantly to the argument advanced in this book—I discovered more subtle
whays in which these nations, often despite ambivalence, look to toutrism to con-
tinue processes of social transformation begun during earlier times. This often
presents surprising contradictions, as nations that have embraced revelution
now adopt practices more common to necliberal capitalist societies. National
tourism industries may account for the turn toward marketing their peoples
and cultures in terms of broad efforts to rescue economies. Or industries and
nations may reference deep histories and cultural heritage in order to salvage
a claim to greater valor in tourism development. In regions such as Chiapas in
southern Mexico, a recent history of rebellion may be invoked to capture both
economic and political support through sclidarity tourism.

The experiences of tourists and toured have been captured in literature by
such well-known writers as Graham Greene, a British novelist whose work was
inspired by his travel to places like Mexico ( The Power and the Glory, 1940) and
Cuba ({ Qur Man in Havana, 1958) and whose left-leaning sentiments were in-
formed by politics in these “remote” destinations. Fewer writers have explored
the experience of being toured, but West Indian writer Jamaica Kincaid, in
A Small Place (1988), offered a quintessential and searing critique of the tour-
ism encounter from the vantage point of the small Caribbean island where she
grew up. My use of textual material more often calls on travel wiiting, guide-
books, and advertising, but the literary turn toward travel in fiction and mem-
oir signals how profoundly global tourism has marked contemporary lives.

In an anthelogy of ethnographic work in contexts of dramatic change, Kay
Warrenwrites that “anthropology hasincreasingly become the study of instabil-
ity and fragmentation, of systems caught in contradictory cuwrrents of change”
(2002:380). Of course, we are drawn to examining instability and change in
large measure because this is the state of the world today. I share with con-
tributors to that volume (Greenhouse et al. 2002) a commitment to an engaged
anthropology that explores historical processes in order to shed light en transi-
tional societies, transnational currents, and efforts to support a more equitable

balance of power across nations. Part of this critical exploration is to question
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representations of the “Other” in periods of abrupt political change, including
tourism’s quest for the exotic and different, and the occasional (often strategic)
complicity of the toured in marketing their cultural identity and “authentic-
ity In the work presented here, I propose that even if regions’ and nations’

ammbivalent tendency to trade on nostalgia—whether for revelution or cultural

heritage—is a product of necliberal capitalism, it is often carefully calibrated
as a way to interpret the past and anticipate the future, to stabilize governance
and save economies. Thus, we need to view tourism as far more than a selling
out to global interests and to understand it as fundamentally linked, for better
oT worse, to the refashioning of histories and nations.

In much of my past work, feminist analysis of gender relations in Latin
America has been central, It is no less important in this work, though I do not
shape my argument entirely around the connection between tourism and gen-
der. Nevertheless, I keep gender and other forms of social difference, including
race, class, and national identity, at play throughout. One of the three main sec-
tions of the book examines the particular gendered consequences of tourism
for local populations, including those who are matked by their racial difference,
and how women in particular respond to both the challenges and opportuni-
ties presented by tourism. While some women in tourism destinations enter
the world of sex and romance toutism, others are centrally invelved in forms
of cultural, eco-, and mainstream tourism. There is no single or unilinear out-
come of tourism development for the women and men discussed here, whether
they are tourists or toured.

Tourism in postsocialist, postrevelutionary, and postcontlict areas has be-
come trendy in recent years. In the New York Times 2007 Fall Travel supplement,
articles touted Europe’s postcommunist capitals as “totalitarian chic” Whether
the areas of Latin America and the Caribbean that are the subject of my work
are likely to become ironic posttourist attractions is unclear, but it is evident
that many find captivating their improbable mix of radical past, contradictory
present, and uncertain future. For my part, I have found tourism research to
offer fertile ground for thinking through the diverse, often unexpected ways in
which transitional societies wotk to further processes of social transformation

and, as they do so, fashion themselves anew.
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