Preface

Hannah Arendt and Theodor Adorno were undoubtedly among the most in-
Huential poiiricai theorists and phiic-sc-phers of the twentieth century. And yet
despite the enormous impact the work of these rwo contemporaries has had on
poiiricai and social theory, phiio&ophy, and the humanities more generaiiy, this
is the first book in English that takes a comparative look at both authors. This
has beena ic-ng time coming, But the book would not have seen the lighr of ciay
without the cast of oursranciing scholars supporting our praject and contribut-
ing to this volume. We owe a speciai debt of grarirude to them for their wiiling—
ness to present original work in this volume—work cutting incisively across the
J:'igici theoretical boundaries that have existed for far too long. We thank them,
aciciirionaiiy, for the enormous generosity of spirit and forbearance rhey have
shown in the face of marny, often unexpected, deiays. It is our hope that this
volume will open the space for many more such studies that seek to compare,
explore, and criricaiiy appropriate, not oniy Arendt’s and Adorno’s work, but
also the profound intellectual traditions they embody.

This book is, in more ways than one, a collaborative project. Itisa product
of several years of the editors’ joint work on Arendr and Adorno and of many
fruitful discussions between them. In no small measure, the volume has ben-
efited hugei}r from the intellectual and institutional environments in which it
deveiopeci, environments without which iong{erm commitments to projects
are simply not possible. We thank Simon Fraser University's Institute for the
Humanities, which is approaching its thirtieth year, and the University of
Michigan, in particular its Department of Political Science, for funciing and
institutional support, and for providing the kind of exrmc-rdinary spaces and
communities in which our work could take hold and Aourish.

We are also very grateful to graduate students at both institutions for
their feedback in seminars on Hannah Arendr and on the Frankfurt School.
The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), which generously
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co-funds Rensmann’s position at the University of Michigan, has supporreci
the production of this book in countless ways; so has the Moses Mendels-
sohn Center at the University of Potsdam, where he is a Permanent Fellow.
The generous support of the Alexander Humboldt Foundation, which made
possible Gandesha’s extended stay in Germany in 2001—2, has also piayeci a
critical role in makiﬂg this project possibie, as has the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada. The authors are also grateful for
support from the Simon Fraser University Publications Committee.

To a considerable extent, the book owes its existence to the support and
encouragement of wonderful colleagues and friends, many of them at our re-
spective universities, who shared their ideas, pushed us to think in new direc-
tions, read all or some of the chapters and were crucial in heiping us finish the
book. They can take credit for whatever merits this book may possess but not
the responsibiiity for any of its shortcomings, which are ours alone. Speciai
thanks are owed to Tan Angus, Seyia Benhabib, Stephen Eric Bronner, Lisa
Disch, Andrew Feenberg, Malachi Haim Hacohen, Donald Herzog, Mar-
tin Jay, Jennet Kiri{patrick, Mika LaVaque-Manty, Anne Manuel, Andrei S.
Marlovits, Christoph Menke, Dougias Moggach, Charles Reeve, Mark Rig-
stad, Arlene Saxonhouse, Elizabeth Wingrove, Richard Wolin, Jerry Zaslove,
and Mariah Zeisberg. We are particularly grateful to our acquisitions edi-
tor at Stanford University Press, E.miiy—}ane Cohen, for her unwavering and
relentlessly energetic support at every step of the way and her extraordinary
worle with us over the years, and to assistant editor Sarah Crane Newman,
whose careful and diligent work made everything easier. We owe special
thanks to Peter Dreyer for meticulous copy eciiting, and to productic-n editor
Tim Roberts. It’s really hard to overstate the role they had in making this
book happen. We are sure that in this difficult climate for academic pubiish-
ing, our experience is far from typicai.

We would like to thank a number of graduate students who helped
in countless ways on this project, among them Andrew Biﬂgham, Adela
Muchowva, Dennis Nattkemper, and Natalie Wing, We also thank Thomas
Murphey for his iﬂsightfui comments, and we owe speciai thanks to Su-
zanne Hawkins, who was instrumental to heiping s brfng the manuscript
tc-gether at the end, and who contributed most of the index.

Last but not least, we owe gmtitucie to our respective families, whose
presence and support mean the world to us, Rachia van Lierop, Ruby and
Milan Gandesha, and Ina and Samira Kiingenberg. We could not have
done it without them.



