Preface

This book first took shape in the summer of 2006, when a group of scholars
from different disciplines and countries came to Buffalo to explore a range of
topics from the general perspective of policing as a tool of governance. Itad-
vances and expands a project on the police power that began with a workshop
in 2004, which vielded The New Folice Scicrce: The Police Power in Domestic and
Erternational Goverzawce (Stanford University Press, 2006),

The police power as a modern technology of governance recommends it-
self as the focus for interdisciplinary and international exploration for two
reasons. First, as a general tool of governance it pervades all aspects and lev-
cls of modern government. The police power, understood as the power to
maximize the public welfare (or, more colorfully, “peace, order, and good
government”) as opposed to, say, the power to do justice, is thought to be so
essential to the very idea of government that it (1) underlies such diverse tech-
nologies of government as liquor licensing and the criminal law, (2) is claimed
by city governments as well as county, state, and national governments, and
increasingly even governments in the international realm; and (3) appears,
in various forms—and under various names—in the practices and theories
of governance of many modern liberal states, including not only the United
States and Canada but the United Kingdom and Continental Europe (home
of the original “police scienee™) as well,

Second, part of the problem of writing, and thinking, about police today
is that people do study “it” in different disciplines, and from different angles,
but without knowing that this is what they—or for that matter others—are
doing. The range of disciplines that address various aspects of the power to
police is wide, including social and political theory, legal theory and history,
criminology, and feminist studies. This book, by combining contributions by
people from different disciplines and places, contributes to the rediscovery of
police as a common topic of interest and inquiry.
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We are grateful to the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy at SUNY
Buffalo for its continued support of cur work, The 2004 and 2006 meetings
were cohosted by the Ealdy Center, the Canada—United States Legal Studies
Centre at SUNY Buffalo, and the Buffalo Criminal Law Center, We arc also
happy to acknowledge the important contributions to this book and the larger
project by Igor Akrapovie, Rob Crawford, Jeff Davis, Julius Dubber, Sara
Faherty, Anne Gaulin, Al Gillen, Ellen Kausner, Gerald Kiska, Laura Man-
gan, Lynn Mather, Nils Olsen, Swarna Perinparajah, and Joe Schneider,
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