Preface

My first contact with Japan was in Los Angeles at the height of Japans economic
boom (later seen az “bubble”). It was an outwardly self-confident Japan I experi-
enced, often relling America how it needed ro reform irs inefficient and profligare
ways, As 1 young student anxious abour mwy own furure, I was drawn to learn
more. In Japan, however, I learned and read that under this confident exterior was
1 nation deeply questdoning what was at its essence, and what it should =eek to
project to others. Bookstores in the 1g80s were full of lengthy pseudo-academic
mwearizes on what it meant to be Japanese—the so-called nihonjinon (treatizes on
Japane:zeness). Any student of Japanese trade policy at the time would see the effect
of this self-conceived unique identity on policv. METI (then MITTI) trade minis-
ters were famous for their assertions thar foreign skis had ro be tested on unique
Japanese snow, that Japanese stomachs digested foreign beef differently and that
“nota single grain” of foreign rice could be allowed to pollute Japanese cuisine.

Times have changed. Japans natonal self-confidence was shattered by the col-
lapse of the “bubble economy,” fueling a new, vet related, lirerature on what place
Japan had in the world if not to spread irs superior economic pracdces. The deach
of the Shewa emperor, Hirohito, and end of the Ceold War berween the United
States and the Soviet Unien (if not the Cold Whar in East Asia related to North
Korea and China) furcher pushed Japan ro reconsider irs idenriry. As chis process
conrinues, Japan's security pracrices are being rransformed. Japan mav not ever
become “normal” from the perspective of a foreigner, but the process by which it
seeks to become o nevertheless can be understood.

The past sixry vears of Japanese hisrorical development have been a time of
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incredible social change and great economic succe:s, and as well, 2 continuing
bartle ro imagine and reimagine Japan® place in a1 hostile world. Ar the turn of
the new cenrtury Japan faces not only a2 new domestic demographic and pelid-
cal composition, but a shifting and dangerous international environment as well.
In this context it is seeking either to build a new securitv identity to ground its
defente policies or to reform the securiry idenriry thar contribured so much to
the previous half century of peace and prosperiry. This boek explains the polities
of this fundamentally peolitical process in Japan and, more broadly, suggest some
theoretical insights that can be applied from the Japanese caze to other states grap-
pling with securiry issues in the past and inro the rwenry-first century.

This book would not have been possible withour the inrellecrual, logistical,
and emotenal suppert efa large number of people—to whom I owe a great debr.
Rezearch for this project has been supperted by generous grants from Celumbia
University, the Japan Foundation Cenrter for Glebal Parmership (CGP), the Japa-
nese Ministry of Educarion, the Smith Richardson Foundation, Washingron Col-
lege, and the Weatherhead Foundation. I acknowledge in particular grants from
the JTapan Foundation CGP and the Washington Cellege Christian A.Johnson Fel-
Jowship for funding of 1 one-year junior sabbarical leave to complete the final work
on this manuscript.

I cannot personally thank all those individuals who provided suppert (both
substantive and emotional), but several groups of people dezerve particular men-
tomn, beginning wich the rwo people who have most influenced my thinking on
Japan through their careful guidance of my graduare and professional develop-
ment: Gerald Curtis and Richard Samuels. I have been fortunate indeed to have
benefited from such insightful and sustained support from them.

Alzo for parently contriburing ro mv formal studies ar Columbia Universicy, I
would like to thank Roberr Jervis, Lisa Anderson, Richard Berrs, Kimberly Mar-
ten, Andrew IMNathan, Jack Snvder, and Robert Uriu; and I wish te acknowledge
the debt I ewe to Professors Peter INosco, Gorden Berger, and Peter Berton of
the Universicy of Southern California for encouraging me to deepen mv sudy
of Japan bevond the firse steps of my early undergraduare years. These profeszors,
together with Professors Martin Krieger and Abraham Lowenthal, have continued
to serve as important mentors and sources of advice, As well, nv new colleagues
ar Washingron Ceollege—Melissa Declnan, Tahir Shad, John Tayler, and Christine
Wade—have helped smooth mv transition from graduare student ro assisrant pro-
fessor and have become goed friends in the proce:s.

My research in Japan was greatly facilicated by the University of Tokvo's Fac-
uley of Law, Institute for Oriental Culture, and Institute of Social Sciences, and in
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particular Professors Akihiko Tanaka and Nobuhire Hiwarari for supervizing mv
extended stays ar their insdrutons. Moreover, I would like to thank che library
of the Inrernarional House of Japan, and in pardcular irs librarian, Ms. Koide. I
was fortunare to be able to conduct over one hundred interviews in Tokve with
a1 range of government officials, poliicians and peliical staff, academics, journal-
ists, and members of the business communicy. I offer n1y collective thanks ro them
all, many of whom requested anonymiry. Finally in Japan, I would like to express
my gratitude to mv former clasumates of the Ozaka University of Foreign Studies,
many of whom provided uzeful advice and friendship during nw stays in Tekve.
In parricular, Soo-Im Kim and Masaki Fujiwara provided mie a place to stay over
countless shorr wisits to Tokvo and, even mere importantly, 2 window on whar it
means to be Japanese in Japan todav.

I was forrunate to be able to complete the final stages of this project in Wash-
ingron, D.C., where many pracridoners of Japanese securiry policy reside. I have
benefired from the advice of far too many people to recognize individually bur I
would like to offer a collective note of appreciation to members of the Washing-
ton pelicy and academic community for their suppeort. A special thank-vou is due
to the INew America Foundarion for allowing me che privilege of 1 quiet space
to write in the fall of 2001 and spring of 2002, and ro the Eas-West Cenrer Wash-
ingron and the George Washingron University Sigur Center for Asian Studies for
hesing me during a junicr sabbatical leave period in 2o005—006. Finally, but fore-
most in Washingron, I wish first to thank a small group of dedicared professionals
who agreed ro participate in a monthly criique of my final manuscripr-in-prog-
ress, which greatly improved the clarity of my thinking about the subject, and
the prose itselft Muthiah Alagappa, Daniel Bob, Bill Breer, Richard Bush, Emma
Chanlerr-Avery, Steve Clemeons, Richard Cronin, Eric Heginbotham, Kimihiro
Ishikane, Shin'ichiro Ishio, Komei Isozaki, Nobukarsu Kanehara, Weston Koni-
shi, Mindv Kotler, Ed Lincoln, Mark Manvin, Hitoshi Marui, Akihike Maruwa,
Mike Mochizuki, Karsuhike MNakao,Valerie Ploumpis, Chris Preble, Amy Searighe,
Bruce Stokes, Yulki Tarsumi, Elizabeth Turpen, Barbara Wanner, and Tom Waranabe.
[ would like to single our Muthiah Alagappa, Mike Mochizuki, and Leonard
Schoppa for special insights into multple versions of the complete manuscripe.
Maturally, all remaining errors of fact, interpretation, and emission are mv ow.

I alzo would like to thank mv edirtor, Muriel Bell, for her supportive and care-
ful shepherding of the manuscripr, her assistant, Joa Suorez, and serie: ediror,
Muthiah Alagappa, for his vears of guidance and advice. John Fenercn and Geeof-
frey Burn of the Stanford University Press alio deserve credit for patiently guiding
a firsc-time author through the final stages of publicadon.
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Most impertant, I thank mv family for their unflinching support of nw career
in higher education. My parents and grandparents, and nw long-time demestic
partner, Steve Clemons, instilled in me the confidence to see through the long
process of completing thiz book and provided important financial support. This
book iz dedicated to them.

Andrew L. Oros
Washingron, D.C.



