One day after T arrived in my hometown, Bresla
April 2004, I attended Sabbath services at the o
gogue in a room in a run-down building near the
agogue, which the Nazis devastated on Krista.
1938. Services at the Storch Synagogue, moderr
used to attract hundreds of people and were lec
cantor and the highly regarded Rabbi Moses Hot
chanting of the all-male choir made attendance s
for those of us who normally prayed at one of the
By contrast, about thirty people attended the ser
ited in the spring of 2004; it was conducted by a
ies who told me that he planned to continue for
but he was not sure that anyone would be able
Wroclaw Jewish community, numbering perhaps
lies, cannot afford a rabbi and the sexton is not su
able to lead the service; thus, the congregants, al
ropean, face a bleak future in seeking to retain t

It was a traditional service conducted entirel
brew, and men and women were seated separatel
only one person could be considered religiously ¢
converted from Catholicism. A highly cultivated 1
eign languages, he had learned Hebrew and Jewis
ing of emigrating because in Wroclaw, or anywh
cannot provide his children with the kind of Jewis
siders desirable.
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Judaism. After years of study, she was sufficiently
and traditions of Judaism to deliver a “dvar Tor
tary) during the service. She spoke for about ten 1
although I could not follow her presentation—
the atrentiveness of the congregation and what I
terwards testified to her intellectual stature. Aft
ments were served and an engaging couple from
of Hebrew songs. The Israelis had come to Wi
teach in the Jewish school and to help the comm
holidays and master the readings from the Toral
congregants very much appreciated their efforts.
sure whether they would be replaced by other I

One of the most vocal participants in the singi
bearded man who appeared to be in the wrong
dressed in a smock and a hat resembling a fez, ar
men he did not put on a prayer shawl (zalliz). T w:
Jewish but had learned all the prayers and songs,
the synagogue on Saturdays. At one time he had |
shawl until he was advised that this would be in:
Jew. A congregant asked why he did not convert s
at home in the synagogue. He replied that he di
even though he did want to continue attending s
that elsewhere in Europe, especially in Germany,
larly participate in synagogue services. I first be
1986, when I attended services at the small synag
I entered the hall T had difficulty at first in makin;
cantor and asked a man what page in the prayer
The man became visibly agitated and mumbled s
that he didn’t know. T was surprised, but T quickl
right place in the book on my own. After the se
gregation went to another room for refreshmen
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Before entering the synagogue in Wroctaw I w
strasse, now Ulica Wiodkowica, which had been
fices of Jewish religious and charitable organizatic
I remembered that the renowned Jewish Theolo
almost directly across from the Storch Synagogue
hole; not a trace of the building remained. As I s
the wasteland, a man on the other side of the st
me. I could not understand him, but he clearly su
to no good. Later a Polish friend explained that h
was a German interested in buying property in
great fears of local citizens is that the Germans w
claim the city, which had been inhabited overwh
until 1o45.

Although T was a boy of ten when T left Bresl
bered a city with a sizable and affluent Jewish
twenty-three thousand, the third largest in Gern
educated Germans who identified fully as Jews, ha
Hebrew and religious ritual, and supported an
widely known for their excellence: the Jewish T
the fountainhead of Conservarive Judaism: a n
treated Jews and Gentiles alike; a rigorous schoo
gious and secular subjects; and a welfare program
help to the needy. Now there was virtually no trac
and even many of the streets where Jews used to |
to rubble during the Second World War and were
able, making me all the more curious about that
1933, most Jews in Breslau believed that they wi
and for some ten years a fair number of them did
I wanted to find out how they had managed that.
with the persecution inflicted upon them? Were
their institutions? Did they take all the necessary



one-half of the Breslau Jewish community that s
the outbreak of World War IT and rhat was almos
nated. We managed to leave the country just in t
attribute our good fortune partly to our positio
man society. I think it was easier for us than for m.
our bags. My parents had moved to Breslau firo
1920 and never regarded themselves as German:
tional and Orthodox Jews they were never surpr
of anti-Semitism. On the contrary, they accep
force of nature, about which little could be don
retained Polish passports and T don’t think that tl
secking German citizenship, which in any case
to obtain. Still, it was not easy for them to give

ness, which was mainly managed by my mother

to live comfortably. We had a roomy apartmen
with a telephone, something of a luxury at the ti
even employed a maid. During the summertime
to Poland for several weeks to see our grandpare:
and on one occasion I spent a few weeks in the |
Zakopane at the foot of the Tatra Mountains alo
We had relatively few expenses, since the busin
ment. My parents sold a wide range of househol
ment plan to ordinary workers, who would pay ¢
Sunday morning when either my father or mot
homes. By the late 1930s some customers refuse
to Jews, but most continued to make the payme:r
take along my sister, Esther, then twelve or thirte
downstairs while she went to various apartments
They sent her into the building because she did 1
would therefore not arouse the curiosity or perl
tomer’s neighbors. Several greeted her with “Yo
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During the early Hitler years we rarely expe
anti-Semitic incidents. We had never socialized v
siblings and T attended a Jewish school, which furt
encounters with non-Jews. After the mid-1930s I
lested in the street by youngsters who taunted me
tew punches at me, but when I was accompanied |
She was not very big but she was fearless, and wi
up anyone who dared to touch me. My clearest re
Semitic incident was actually of my own making
Hitler came to Breslau, and I, as a boy of seven |
would be “fun” to see him when he appeared on
window of the Monopol Hotel, and T persuaded
accompany me. It turned out to have been a far
foolish venture than T could have known at the
who lived on the route of Hitler’s motorcade were
windows closed. Whether the order was designe
or simply to prevent Jews from viewing the Fiihre
we did take one precaution. As we approached tl
our hats, which, as children from religiously Ort
ways wore. We thought that we would thus be ab
itage, and for a while we succeeded. As soon as H
balcony, a German picked me up to get a better vi
when I did not cheer—I knew that he was not
looked at my face and threw me down, velling
(damn Jew). My cousin and I ran for our lives.
By the summer of 1938, my mother, who made
cisions in our family, decided that it was time to le
since the fall of 1937 the government had engagec
ularly savage campaign against Jews, prompting o
devote most of our social gatherings to the que
and the possibility of making a living in a foreign



AL TFAFF Ty + it RS A 5 A T 0 e TR

the “fourth year.” She was far from hostile to Zic
prepared to begin a struggle for existence all ovel
seven years old and suffered terribly from diabets

She wanted to go to the United States, but i
obtain a visa for the entire family. She therefore d
itor visa for my father, who, according to the fami
his status to that of a permanent resident and t
New York. But even a visitor visa was not easily a
States consul in Breslau did not encourage my r
he would give one to my father, but she refused
turned to his office several times and made clear—

him I don’t know—that it would be worth his w
a visitor visa. Finally, he relented and told her t
Saturday morning with the promised gift, soo m:
of money at the time. My father refused to go to
because he would not touch money or carry anytl
kerchief, on the Sabbath. T was chosen as the er
age of ten, not yet having celebrated the Bar Mi
guilty of a sin. I carried out the mission and hav
by the illegality or the potential sinfulness of my
scheduled to leave from Holland early in Noven
ening and dramatic events would take place befc

Early in October 1938, on Succoth (the Jewis
family celebrated a holiday together for the last ti
other families at our synagogue to take the eveni
(or booth). According to tradition, the succah h
vegetation and was festively decorated with tree |
were all standing while the introductory prayer |
when suddenly a brick came crashing through the
brother Max and me on the arm. The head of 2
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The snare is broken, and we are escaped.

Fearing further attacks by Nazis, we immediately
ner at home.

Two and a half weeks later, at about 7 PM on T
just as we were about to sit down to supper,
whistling a Zionist melody in the street in fro
looked out the window and saw Alice Friedlinder
waving wildly. Strangers could not get into our b
ing the bell of the superintendent, but since he
did not trust we had an arrangement with friends
would recognize as a signal to come down and ¢
we saw Alice in her agitated state, my sister ran d
ice’s father had been a police officer who, as a Jew.
in 1933, but he was much liked by the men in t
Thursday he went to the station house to play ca
informed that the police were about to round uf
he apparently did not know for what purpose. Sus
told his daughter about the impending action. In
ing Alice’s warning, we left the apartment, our dir
gan to walk the streets. After a few hours we deci
ish consulate, which enjoyed the rights of extrater
as Polish citizens, we expected to be granted asyl

We stayed there, together with perhaps two hui
til midday on Friday, when the consul informed
leave within a few hours he would waive the right
and permit the police to take us into custody. M
with Mr. and Mrs. Hadda, two art teachers at he
to let her stay at their apartment. They agreed ar
up two of our cousins. “We were warmly received



et et st T e et ided it At Ao Vvt e B
day, when the crisis had blown over. We learnec
over the weekend the police had come to our ap
rest us. Had we been apprehended, we would h:
the border to Poland, where we would almost cer
dered by the Nazis after they occupied the cou
had been lucky, we would have managed to escap
as did a number of other refugees from Germany
have spent several years in Siberia.

Early in November 1938, days after the rounduj
for the United States, just in time to miss the hc
Polish Jews were not apprehended at that time
concluded that we could not wait until my fathe
U.S. resident, and could then reunite the remainis
tamily. She decided that my three older siblings (
tourteen vears old) should try to emigrate on th
been active in the Zionist movement, which pro
older brother, Henry, obtained a temporary visa |
(training camp) in Great Britain, and he left in M
brother, Max, secured a certificate for Palestine
same time. My sister, just turned fifteen, also
April 1, 1930). T vividly remember the tearful sce
tion as one after another member of our family I«
{my brother and sister in Palestine were not toge
remained resolute and even then, before Nazi po
turned to mass murder, she never regretted he
tamily. One of her sisters, who also lived in Bresl
older children to leave on their own, but she w
from her husband or her youngest child, who ¥
three remained in the city and were murdered b
can blame a mother for not wanting to be separa
child and her husband?
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mattress.” My father made every effort to get
worked. And he had not been able to find a job. |
ered moving to Palestine, where he thought he we
sition to help us emigrate and where, most prob:
to be. But my mother was dead set against the me
Palestine it would be even more difficult for him
tional and very outspoken woman, she did not ¢
me, even though I was only ten years old. On M
tfollowing postcard to my father:

Dearest Father:

Dear Mama is so agitated because you wrote t
a Kibbutz [in Palestine] that she doesn’t write to
not right, but what can [ do? She yells all the tin
reach 7th Heaven, so one cannot get into the U
there. Dear Father, you must not give up so quic
must have hope. Go to Cuba [necessary at the ti
manent resident], take care of everything. Reflec
I are facing. We are also not giving up, [and] we
than you to do so. Mama has to take a job. She |
enough. Don’t go to a Kibbutz. Mama does not
this postcard; [ saved money so I could write thi
hold out and be clever. Greetings and kisses, Isi |
the time].?

My father remained in New York City, where at
he learned to polish and repair furniture, enablin
ond-hand furniture store. Eventually, he manage
but it took him almost four years to acquire resider
time, he could not get us out of Germany. For
Henry, who had settled in London, found a way tc
He went from one office to another seeking inforr
tain a visa for us. One requirement was to persuad
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gland. Even then it was possible to obtain a visa |
restrictive conditions: we could stay in England
mother would have to work as a domestic servan
to place me in a boys” home to free her for wc
mother, a woman in her late forties who was seri
would be able to run a household was not very pl:
of doubts about the arrangement, but a friend, a
gued that once she set foot in England no one ¥
her to take up work as a domestic servant. Wisely,
agreed to all the conditions.

Some rime in mid-June 1939, the doorbell ran
the apartment in Breslau. Two tall Gestapo agent:
on learning that no adult was home, informed n
to deliver an Amsweisungsbefehl (Order of Expu
Too young to be intimidated, I told them proud
in Berlin to pick up a visa for us. The two mer
word, and about four weeks later my mother anc
Hamburg, where we boarded a boat for Southar

Once we were settled in a small apartment i
don, we paid a visit to the lady who had acted as
pressed by her spacious home and even more
serving us tea. I don’t remember how we comn
knew some Yiddish, or perhaps Henry by now |
to serve as our interpreter. About two weeks late
panied me to the boys’ home in Croydon, then
The director of the home turned out to be some
Breslau, and that made my initiation into my ne
not much. The director, a gentle man, took me
room that housed several other Jewish boys fi«
cried as a child, but that first night when T went
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Jewish Board of Guardians agreed to support her
check—T believe it amounted to 25 shillings, just
most basic expenses.

I was immediately enrolled in a neighborhood
virtually no English T could not communicate wi
this was not a serious drawback since I could cor
boys from Germany and Austria. But my ignora
problem when, on one of the first Sundays at th
Stamford Hill to visit my mother. T had to take th
get there and T had no idea how to find the bus s
tions. The director noted my mother’s address at
to board on a piece of cardboard that he hung a
drivers were all very helpful and told me when t
necessary connections, but once T was on the st
how to proceed. T would turn to a pedestrian, whi
on my chest and then take me to the next stop. Al
pedestrian T approached, realizing that T was a ref
many, would give me a penny or twopence. The s
way back, and by the time I returned to the boys’
quite a few pennies, more than enough to buy .
consume till my next trip. Though linguistically «
neys to Stamford Hill and back began to appeal t
excursions soon came to an end. Within days :
World War I1, on September 3, the boys at the ho
children from the school we attended, were evact
ered safe from German bombers.

We were sent to Southwick, then a small, sleej
in West Sussex, a couple of miles from Brighto
Croydon, implementing a plan devised by the gon
ilies in Southwick to accommodate children as a
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ter, who had recently come to Britain from Vienr
elderly couple who owned a small, attractive hou
room. The couple received us with great warmth
the beginning that relations between us would b
had no children of their own, they had never met
tinent, and they certainly had never laid eyes on
household, a railway conductor, seemed delight
the house, and he and his wife went out of thei
comfortable.

But on the very first day of our stay in our 1
some awkward moments. As we sat down for th
to tell our hosts in my broken English that T w
kosher food. They had never heard of the Jewi:
and I knew too little English to offer a coherer
serving them. Actually, T was not particularly rel
ing lost my faith because of the example set by m
I greatly admired. Max, six years older than I, -
gifted student, especially in foreign languages. T
1935 he delivered a twenty-minute talk in moder:
composed on his own and that made a strong imy
and soon he was something of a celebrity in the
munity. Max also had a fine voice and after his
larly chanted the weekly portion of the Old Te
synagogues, for which he was paid. Perhaps his
was the discovery of a small error in a new Gerr
Old Testament by the renowned scholar Marti
wrote to Buber to point out the error and receive
promising to correct the mistake in future editio

One morning— this was probably in 1938 —w
his phylacteries and reading his prayers, I noti
books in his hands. On examining them, I disce
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strong attachment to our Jewish heritage. When
billeted on Gentiles I made the decision that I
kosher food, and for the four years I lived in Brit:
resolve. T am now convinced that my decision w
it the anti-Semites were out to destroy us I wou
to Jewish traditions. I would do my bit to pres:
Judaism.

I doubt that T was fully aware of my motives ea
when I tried to explain to the kind but puzzled r.
his wife why I would not eat their meat. Still, the
decision and agreed to serve me only vegetables. T
other awkward moment: the hostess had put gra
the potatoes that she placed in front of me. T wou
and, once again, my English was too rudiment:
tried to point out that the gravy was also not kosh
understand me, shook their heads, and simply 1
an issue of my food preferences. It may be that
Wl

consulted someone—perhaps their minister
about the elementary principles of Judaism. In
their home in Southwick for about ten months, -
came increasingly cordial, especially once T leari
and could tell them about my family background

However, Peter did not stay for more than a fc
couple could not handle him. Peter was a rather
youngster, terribly pained by the fact that both |
in Vienna, and his unhappiness made it difficult t
bladder while he was asleep. Our hosts were tot
derstanding the problem and sought to shame hi:
Every time he wet his bed they put a large sign on
ing room chair proclaiming in large letters that he
Of course, this treatment did not cure Peter, and
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Guildford, Surrey. The move was to be complet
days even though the headmaster could not find
time. We arrived in Guildford in buses at midda
tween two and three hundred children with th
knock on doors to ask for a home. Many local res
itively to the request but they looked over the a
almost invariably picked English children. Tow:
the English pupils had found a home, leaving the
boys to wonder what their fate would be. Finally,
of an officer in the fire department came out fro
den Road and announced in a gruff voice that he
eign children, including me. T immediately took
but I could hardly refuse the assignment. As soor
he ordered us to help him with his chores, mow
bris around the house, clean the shed, and poli
next day, as soon as we returned from school, |
tor us and expressed impatience if we did not w
was not what we were supposed to be doing and
plained to the headmaster, Mr. Powell. Mr, Powe
I had ever seen—well over six and a half feet—
full of kindness, especially for the refugees. Afte
thumb of the fireman we were placed down the st
was much more gentle and spoke freely about tl
of the fireman, whom they knew all too well. B
three of their own children and the mother wx
running the enlarged household. After two wee
again, to the third home in three weeks.

I and one other refugee moved in with Mr. ar
lived on Ashenden Road. The Ings were in their ¢
successful—he was a butcher who ran his own L
first couple who accommodated us in Southwi
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Mrs. Ing suspected us of having candy, but that
our room before we had fallen asleep on the p
some linen. She lingered for a long time and hea
candy. She asked us what we were eating and w
flew into a rage. How dare we buy candy without
between us deteriorated very quickly and on one
gry at us for some alleged misdeed, called us “Jew
plained to Mr. Powell, who immediately arrangec
in our presence asked them about the incident. T
nied the charge and Mr. Powell simply listened to
pression that he believed them. But within a few
yet again. I was billeted with the Holcombes, a si
family who treated me with great kindness. I stay
tourth one in eight months, for about two and a

By this time T was an easy and inexpensive gu
major meals at home. A number of Jewish famili
moved to Guildford and the ever thoughtful Mr.
give me kosher meals. The Jewish families did ne
to put me up, but almost every day of the week a ¢
in for dinner. T believe that on Thursdays I was al
ily that kept some sewing machines in their honx
tailors. While doing his work, the head of the ho
me with a smile as I ate the kosher food. He wa:
to be helping a refugee, and pleased that T still ol
Jewish tradition. On Saturdays I was often rec
owner of several movie houses in London. Ther
lavish meal and a bit of pocket money, which ¢
mother was in no position to send me any.

I stayed in touch with my mother and occasic
tather; the mail from New York during wartime
England. T learned from them that my sister an.



AT Ay AT s T e e e A et AR e e et
erend wearing a clerical collar—the title and at
than that of the Chief Rabbi—came to Guildford
event. I had had rigorous training in Hebrew in
of ten, so it was relatively easy for me to learn tl
how to deliver parts of the weekly portion of the
five local Jews arttended the service in a makeshi
only member of my family who was present
brother could not atford to attend —he was still |
the only present my father could afford was a |
wrote some commentaries on the weekly Torah |
Every few months T managed a trip to Lond:
and invariably there would be a bombing blitz d
the night in the underground (subway) for safery
equipment we were instructed to carry everywhe
was a gas mask. I never needed one, but I did se
many private homes had been reduced by Nazi |
As T write these lines, T am saddened by my
but I don’t believe that T was terribly unhappy a
school T attended, the teachers were all very ki
progress in my studies. In January 1942 T was pro
school in which T had been enrolled to the Ellic
Girls and Boys, where I would receive the traini
pete for entrance to a university. Ina testimonial
Ms. Emily M. Hewetson, wrote for me before
States in 1943, she praised my accomplishments,
“gradually worked . . . [my] way up to the top ©
rd Form just beginning IV th Form work this te
class we planned to read The Merchant of Ven
teacher suggested that I take the role of Shylock
ment at home and at first was rather dismayed |
part I had been picked to perform. But then I d
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don since the war, I telephoned Mr. Drakes; he in
to his house, served me a meal—no non-kosher
satisfaction—and reminded me of my reading
speech.

On Saturday afternoon, July 17, 1943, while w
theater in central Guildford, I suddenly heard som
agitated tone. I looked up and was summoned fi
ately. Word had reached the Holcombes that my i
assigned to a boat that would leave for the United !
that I would have to depart for London as soon as|
tor several weeks that we had been granted an imi
cause of wartime conditions and the German U-
not told when we could expect places on a ship. Ex
ply informed that we would leave within a few days
fore our departure were we told that we would en
a port near Bristol on the southwest coast. We di
when we would arrive in the United States. The
July 22 was a merchant marine vessel making a ret
ing war materiel in England, and it had room for :
gers. Hours before our departure we learned that
large convoy— of'perhaps thirty or more ships—g
several destroyers that moved rapidly between the
was miserable from sea sickness almost the entir
The agony ended when we landed in Halifax, Can
heard of. To reach New York we had to take a trair
the railway schedule was very unpredictable and w
tor three days before beginning the last leg of our

The Canadian authorities considered my motl
emy aliens because Poland was under Nazi occu
struck me as absurd then and that I still cannot ur
us from spying for the Germans, we were held in
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versity and now a professor at the University of T
Canada. T told him about my experience in Halif:
that the rabbi there who, among other things, su
tivities and helped incoming refugees, was his gt

On August ¢ my mother and I, accompanied by
Policeman, boarded a train for New York City. Th
to us, and never let us out of his sight. When we
Vermont he politely bade us goodbye and left u

The reunion with my father was emotional bu
ing lived with him for almost five years, I was not
pect. I remembered him as a kind, somewhat res
very proud of his children and saw to our needs,
our own way in the world. Despite his deep rel
was not intolerant, and as long as we appeared te
sential rules of Judaism he was satisfied, especi:
fident that we were all ambitious and would do o
the late 1940s he knew that Max had completel
practices, but he never held that against him bec:
build the state of Israel.

During my four years in Britain, I, too, had str
but T knew that so long as I lived at home I wo
father’s lifestyle: I would have to wear a hat at
prayers, attend synagogue regularly, and resume
Since I had not continued my Jewish studies in
ford, T had fallen far behind Orthodox boys of m
religious backgrounds, which ruled out attendan
ther understood that and allowed me to enroll i
High School in Washington Heights.

There T received a solid education that prepa
lege, known as a poor man’s college with high s
of the working class. Even though my father cou
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City College, my father’s second-hand furniture
robust, declined precipitately and I began to think
work full-time, although T had no particular ski
me to get a job with good prospects for a career.”
to pay any tuition at City College and every su
waiter in the Catskills, but my earnings covered o
and my spending money. I spoke to an administra
discussed my predicament with him; T asked wl
leave of absence, but he strongly advised against i
I would regret not completing my education, tl
degree T would not be able to pursue a rewardin
fession. Fortunately, I took his advice and with m
ment I continued my undergraduate education;
was a hand to mouth existence, but somehow we

There were other reasons for the restrained re
my mother’ health had taken a dangerous turn :
in the United States for only five years—she die
seven. We were also concerned about the twent
who had remained in Breslau or Poland —my fai
his sisters and one of his brothers, and my mot
brother, as well as several nieces, nephews, and
with them had ceased and although in 1943 we «
extent of the Nazi atrocities, we knew enough to
there were the three children in our family whe
from us. Henry was in England and did not join
whom none of us had seen in nine years, came tc
1947. Max remained in Palestine, later Israel, and,
my parents, Henry, and I could not afford to vis
seventeen years after he left Breslau, did we see h
somehow scraped together enough money to fir
him to the United States. He never did see our n
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taught at various Jewish schools and ended up as
of a large synagogue in Fairlawn, New Jersey. E:
successtul teacher of Hebrew in Plainview, Long
various important positions in Jewish educationa
dint of remarkable resourcefulness and unusual
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where he was a
Hebrew language. He became professor of that
versity and published several scholarly studies on
a number of translations into Hebrew of works by
died in 1976 at the age of fifty-four. I attended tl
Columbia University, where I was awarded a d
history. I began my teaching career at Brooklyn (
became a professor of history at the Graduate Cx
versity of New York. For some fifty years, I conce
of late imperial Russia (roughly from the 1870s
wondered about the fate of the Jewish communit
whose plight was far more afflictive than that of’
When I retired from teaching in January 2003, I't
tory of Breslau and soon made my first prolo
which had annexed Breslau after World War I1. F
chives in Poland contained information that a
questions I had pondered over the past six decac

The triumph of Nazism in 1933 came as a terrible
of Germany, but the shock may have hit the Jewis
lau especially hard. As residents of one of the mo
many, many considered a resurgence of intense |
lence, toward Jews inconceivable. For over half'a.
the 1860s to 1933, Breslau Jews had made enorn
grating into German society. A large number had
cess as businessmen, lawyers, physicians, and, to
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than close. Yet to many Jews these obstacles were v
bound to be erased in time. If the Jews of Breslat
have been full “insiders™ in society; if, as the histor
has suggested, they did not quite feel “at home” |
also not be called “outsiders™ anymore.* By severa
indistinguishable from the rest of society; the vast
the others, spoke their language, fully identified w
culture, and were patriotic to the core, as they had
in supporting their country during, the First Worl

Once the Nazis took over, Breslau, to the sury
into one of the more ardent centers of Nazi powe
Nazis a higher percentage of its votes than any ot
leading officials pursued Hitler’s policies so avidls
year of Nazi rule even some party leaders in Berl
lau was moving too fast in implementing gover
cially those designed to rid the economy of Jews
not taze the Gauleiters and police chiefs in Bresla
ten years often took the lead in introducing anti
though the overall pattern in the city was similar
the country.

To understand the reaction of the Jews to the
directed at them, it must be kept in mind that tl
Jewish campaign that pointed from the beginning
goal, and it is not at all certain that in 1933 the
settled on a long-range plan of action. They were
and impoverish the Jewish community and they
leave the country. Beyond that, the Nazi camp:
proceeded in stages: beginning in 1933 they wer
professions and on April 1 their businesses wer
the government enacted the racial laws designed
between Jews and so-called Aryans, and seized
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were subjected to physical attacks and at times gy
carcerated, they were not killed en masse until 1¢
1934 to 1938, the anti-Jewish campaign actually :
even in 1938 relatively few of the large number

camps (compared to those murdered in 1942

killed. Most were released and those who had vi
as they could prove that they would soon leave t
had become clear that the Nazis planned, in o
drive the Jews out of Germany, and the majority
once the Second World War broke out in Septer
tunities for emigration dwindled to a trickle an
Jewish population of Breslau was trapped.

There can be no doubt that Nazi policies tow:
tivated in large measure by racial ideology, by tl
Jews were an inferior race who were corroding G
economy at every turn. The decrees and memor:
ten by Nazi officials in Breslau, many of them c«
their deep loathing for the minority in their mic
bated the amount of Jewish blood that would m:
of the Aryan race, and T am convinced that in pi
Jews they believed they were engaged in a wortl
as intellectually legitimate enterprise.

But the more I read the Nazi documents, the
came that ideological fanaticism does not tell the
tainly does not explain the growing support for, ¢
Nazi policies among, the people of Breslau. T w:
thuggery and sadism of Nazi leaders, who in th
no effort to conceal their determination to seize
state, and often for themselves. More than a few
tories of criminality. In addition, Nazi officials o
wealth seized from Jews should be widely distril



MR SRS TR AR LT T AR SRR AR AT TR A

whose opinions invariably protected the interes
Greed and envy of the Jews played a critical role
cies toward them, which helps explain why so mar
look the other way when the government unds
they might otherwise have frowned upon. Rathe
Nazism in purely ideological terms, I think it wo
to characterize it as bestiality in the service of ide

This is not to say that all Breslauer applaude:
Nazis. In reading the memoirs of Breslau Jews, T«
erences to acts of kindness and expressions of disz
and T have made a point of recording these. Suc
risks, but I mention them not simply because the
teresting and often quite dramatic. They reveal ar
ity of life in Nazi Germany and they shed ligh
Nazism of many Jews in Breslau. Understandabl
tred they encountered so widely after 1933, the
their own experiences that by no means all their
applauded the conduct of the new regime. De:
among the Jews, but for a few years at least that
by hope that Nazism was a passing phase, that G
turn to “normalcy.™

From the moment Hitler came to power, the Je
a two-pronged response to the new order, maint
ening of their own institutions and transform:
economy,” a necessity in view of the Nazi decree:
Jews in the professions. Physical resistance or disc
crees was out of the question, as Jews constitutec
the population of Breslau—and less than 1 perce
of Germany as a whole. But I would argue that i
institutions the Jews of Breslau adopted a stance ¢
a form of resistance. They categorically denied the
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sis on religious observance; maintained the Je
all odds; and, perhaps most remarkably, increase
services, which were desperately needed as mo
number lost their livelihood. In short, the Jews
abandon either the institutions or the values that
decades and that had been the mainstay and distis
community.

Within one month of the Nazi rakeover, local
lished new offices to deal with long-range stru
community: one dispensed advice on retraining
manual labor, for work either in Germany or ab
ized in the intricate issues of emigration and hely
number among the younger generation—who b
no future for them in Germany. These ambitio
careful planning, extensive negotiations between
approaches to difficult and painful challenges, ai
The achievements were not derisory, in large me
members of the community generously suppor
the outbreak of hostilities in 1939, over one half
tion of Breslau had emigrated, and many of tho
vived as long as they did only because of the he
Jewish institutions.

Although T have included the experiences of
during the Nazi period, this book is based main
lished and unpublished sources, of which there i
biographies, diaries, letters, newspapers, statem
lected by various archives after the war, a huge 1
by Nazi officials in Breslau, and, finally, the archi
munity of Breslau which, to my surprise, remain

Thanks to the efforts of an enterprising rabb
the Jews of Breslau maintained one of the best-or
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materials, and on August 1, 1924, the project w:
With the later help of Rabbi Bernhard Brilling,
completed by the early 1930s, but during the Nazi
tinued to collect and file documents, which bear

The Nazis wanted the documents preserved |
they would be useful in their studies of racial diff
and Aryans. Dr. Arlt, the chief of the Office of R
lau, actually planned to establish an institute in B
investigation of the Jewish question on the basi
trines. In 1943, when the Jewish community was
archive was transferred for safekeeping to the 1
Cosel Jewish Cemetery near Breslau, at that time
als. Whether the Nazis did not know that it had |
cemetery or had simply forgotten about it is unc
there until Russian troops found it in 1945 and sh:
and then to Warsaw, where it is now housed and -

Rich as they are, these sources do not answer al
tions, but they do contain enough information to
and analyze the conduct of a major center of Ge
period of unparalleled persecution that ended in



