PREFACE

This volume cmanates from the rescarch program “The Political Sociol-
ogy of the Welfare State,” financed by the Swedish Council for Social and
Working Lifc Rescarch (FAS 2002-0811; 2005-1694) and the Bank of Swe-
den Tereentenary Foundation (K2002-0058). The editor has also enjoyed a
Rescarch Professor Grant from the Swedish Rescarch Council (421-2003-
1977). These grants have made it possible for us to concentrate on our
work in a concerted and sustained manner. As sociologists and political
scicntists working together we have found collaborating across disciplin-
ary boundaries not just intellectually rewarding but genuinely fun. So the
grants arc proof that governments can make (at least some) people happy
{at lcast some of the time).

A draft version of the volume was discussed at a scminar with invited
commentators at the Konrad Adenauer Centre in Cadenabbia, Italy, May
2005. Martin Rhodes, Edeltraud Roller, Michacl Shalev, and Erik Olin
Wright gave us the most delightful trashing anyonc of us has ever experi-
cnced. Supporters of academic politeness would probably have found the
scminar unbearably straightforward, but to us it was an intcllectual de-
light. The three wecks or so we had expected to usc for revisions of the
manuscript turned out to be six months—including a complete overhaul of
some of the chapters and substantial revisions of most of them. The quality
of the volume has benefited immenscly from their comments and we arc
deeply grateful for their time and cffort. And it was great fun—not least the
unforgettable hike along the slopes around Lago di Como.

We have also benefited from other comments on individual chapters.

Among commentators we still remember arc Linda Berg, Stefan Dahlberg,

Ingid Esscr, Walter Korpi, Johannes Lindvall, Knud Knudsen, Kenncth
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Nelson, Joakim Palme, Christina Ribbhagen, Jan Teorell, and the partici-
pants in the seminar, “Elections, Public Opinion, and Democracy,” at the
Department of Political Science, Goteborg University. Our apolagics to
anyonc we may have forgotten—your comments were so excellent that we
now imagine we came up with them oursclves!

Jonas Pontusson and John Stephens provided wonderful encourage-
ment and helpful comments in reading the final manuscript. Finally, the
cditor wants to thank David Grusky for his outstanding ability to dissolve
all doubts and for ncver taking no for an answer. He is simply the most
persuasive person found in academia, and Stanford University Press is truly

blessed to have a series editor like him.

Stefan Svallfors
Umea, May 2006



